ANKARA, Ttarkey (AP). — A top Libyan official said Tuesday Libya 
would surrender its citizens charged wfth blowing up U.S. and French 
jefipen if an interaational commission examines the evidence and seeks 
thekoaraefitwn. Abdul Satan Jalkrud, the most powerful man in Libya 
after Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi suggested that the U.N. secretary- 
general set up an international co mm i ss ion to study the charges. “If such 
an objeettw, legal oMomsskm. is set up and it asks foe it (the extradition) , 
it wiO be accepted by' us,” Mr. Jalkiud said. Mr. Jalloud arrived here 
Monday as part of his regional tour seeking support for Libya following a 
UJSI. Security Council resolution demanding that Libya cooperate with 
demands' to surrender the accused Britain and the United States have 
efa c ar ge d nro Libyan mteffigcncc agents with the December 1988 bombing 
of a ran Am fli ght over Lockerbie, Scotland, that ldllwi 270 people. 
France- has charged four Libyans with Hie 1989 destruction of a UTA jet 
over Niger that kitted 170 people. 
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Hawatmeh, Pariiament blocs ufe Arab reconciliation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Members of the Constitution Bloc at the Lower 
House of Parliament and some members of the House's Islamic Bloc 
Tuesday discussed with a delegation representing the Democratic From 
for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), headed by Secretary General 
Nayef Hawatmeh. the latest developments or the Palestine question and 
the peace process. Both sides stressed the need for forging doser 
coordination among Arab parties, and for crystallising a strong Arab 
position. Spokesman of the Constitution Bloc Fawzi Tueimeh said Mr. 
Hawatmeh presented an initiative for Arab reconciliation. The initiative 
calls on Arab parliaments to work out an inter-Arab reconciliation 
document and to work for achieving Arab solidarity. The initiative also 
calls for holding an Arab summit to hammer our a common Arab plan of 
action. Dr. Tueimeh said. In its meetings with the members of the Islamic 
Bloc, the DFLP delegation discussed scopes of cooperation and means of 
safeguarding the Palestinian uprising and supporting the kinsmen in the 
occupied Arab territories. 


Votame 17 Number 4918 


AMMAN WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29, 1992, RAGAB 24, 1412 


Price; Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1. 



Israeli court orders 
army to lift curfew 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel's high 
court of justice on Tuesday 
ordered the army to lift a two- 
month-old night curfew on the 
Palestinian town of Ramallah 
earlier than planned, a justice 
ministry spokeswoman said. The 
anny had said it would Eft the 
curfew imposed since Dec. 1 at 
the end of February. But the 
court ordered ft lifted on Feb. 11. 
The army imposed a round-the- 
clock curfew on Ramallah for the 
first two weeks of December after 
a fatal ambush on a Jewish settler 
in the adjacent town of A1 Birch. 
Since mid-December a strict 
night curfew has been in force. 

No sign of change In 
U.N. sanctions 
against Iraq 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council on Tuesday be- 
gan a periodic review of its sanc- 
tions against Iraq but gave no sign 
of any easing of the trade curbs 
imposed on Baghdad in foe wake 
of its August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. “There is very grave 
concern about a number of Iraqi 
non-compliance, particularly 
over weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, over Kuwaiti detainees, 
over the re t ur n of property, and 
over some financial issues,’' 
Council President Sir David Han- 
nay of Britain told reporters. 

2 dead in Egyptian 
police raid 

CAIRO (R) — Clashes between 
Egyptian villagers and police on a 
raid for unlicensed firearms killed 
two people and injured five, 
security sources said on Tuesday. 
Police in Asriutce 300 kilometres 
south of Cairo raided foe village 
of Beni Hilal to make a house-to- 
house search for unlicensed 
firearms. Security sources said 
police used tear gas on villagers 
who threw stones at them, and a 
fi refight followed which killed a 
peasant and a baby boy. One 
policeman and four villagers were 
wounded. Police made 16 arrests 
and confiscated 21 weapons. 

Moroccan trade 
unionists jailed 

RABAT (R) — Three trade un- 
ionists were jailed on Monday for 
between five and 10 months for 
staging a strike, Morocco's 
largest labour federation said. 
The Union Marocame du Travail 
(UMT) also said in a statement 
on Tuesday that 10 other union 
activists were being sought by 
pofice. Ail 13 are employees of 
the Nemtav Company, responsi- 
ble for street-cleaning in Casab- 
lanca. The independent UMT 
said the convictions were illegal 
and contrary to trade union free- 
dom enshrined in the constitu- 
tion. 

Helicopter shot 
down in Azerbaijan 

MOSCOW (R) — A civilian heli- 
copter was shot down by a rocket 
in Azerbaijan on Tuesday, killing 
around 40 people, TASS news 
agency said. TASS, quoting a 
senior Azeri official in the dis- 
puted enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, said foe helicopter 
was shot down while flying from 
tire Azeri town of Agdam to a 
town in Nagorno-Karabakh. 
“According to preliminary data, 
foe helicopter was carrying about 
40 people, including women and 
children. AH passengers and crew 
members died,” TASS quoted 
the official as saying. 

US. tells NATO of 
deep new nuclear 
arms cuts 

BRUSSELS (R) — The United 
Stales told its NATO allies on 
Tuesday that it was planning to 
make deep cuts in its long-range 
nuclear arsenal if former Soviet 
republics agreed to do the same, 
affiance sources told Reuters. 

Iran wants German 
help to buiid 160,000 
houses 

NICOSIA- (R) — Iran has prop- 
osed a pint venture with German 
firms to build 100,000 bouses in 
Iran, . tiie Inman news agency 
ERNA said on Tuesday. It said 
the proposal was made by Ali 
Kamrava, deputy minister of 
housrng and urban development. 


Middle East regional talks start in Moscow 


Abu Jaber: Jordan seeks comprehensive 
peace, regrets exclusion of Palestinians 


Palestinians consider U.S. , 
Russian compromise proposal 


MOSCOW (Petra) — Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber lead- 
ing foe kingdom's delegation to 
the Middle East multilateral 
peace talks that started at the 
Russian capital yesterday, stres- 
sed Jordan's understanding foe 
conference is being held on the 
basis of United Nations resolu- 
tions, international law and legi- 
timacy and the inadmissibility of 
acquisition of land by force. 

In an address before foe con- 
ference, Dr. Abu Jaber said Jor- 
dan has always called for estab- 
lishing a just and durable peace in 
the region, based on the U.N. 
charter and U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions. 

Dr. Abu Jaber stressed that 
there would be no genuine peace 
in foe region until the Palestine 
question was resolved. He ex- 
pressed regret that foe Palesti- 
nian people's representatives 
could not participate m foe con- 
ference, and called for involving 
them in the working groups since 


their cause was the core of the 
Middle East conflict. 

On the status of Jerusalem Dr. 
Abu Jaber declared: “The status 
of Jerusalem varies in the minds 
of different peoples. Israel, for 
instance, speaks of a Jerusalem 
that encompasses one fifth of the 
West Bank, while foe world at 
large thinks of it simply as the 
walled Holy City, a meeting place 
of foe shrines of foe three great 
monotheistic religions.'' We in 
Jordan understand its status in 
foe context of the United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 242 
as an integral part of the occupied 
territories. The Holy City is the 
symbol and essence of peace in 
foe region: A dty beyond politic- 
al exigency, that could serve as a 
spiritual and pragmatic model for 
conflict resolution.” 

Dr. Abu Jaber told Jordan 
Television after foe morning ses- 
sion: “the Jordanian delegation 
attended the conference and 
there was no empty seat. Our 


Palestinian brothers (fid not show 
up for the reasons they men- 
tioned...” 

“The atmosphere at the confer- 
ence was ceremonial; every de- 
legation delivered an address 
which expressed its country's 
viewpoint regarding the peace 
process from A to Z. 

“In my address on behalf of the 
Jordanian government, 1 stressed 
the need to abide by foe princi- 
ples of international legitimacy, 
the inadmissibility of foe acquisi- 
tion of territory by force, the 
need for withdrawal and the im- 
portance of a settlement based on 
(U.N. Security Council) resolu- 
tions 242 and 338, as well as the 
importance of the attendance of 
Palestinians from outside the 
occupied territories in the talks." 

Dr. Abu Jaber said in his open- 
ing speech that the conference 
could not reach any reasonable 
solutions to the region's problems 
without the presence of diaspora 
Palestinians. 


“It is regrettable that the 
Palestinian people are not repre- 
sented at this conference. I perso- 
nally feel sad,” he said. 

“We would have liked to have 
seen Palestinian representatives 
from outside foe occupied terri- 
tories as well as east Jerusalem in 
these talks.” 

Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber told re- 
porters: “We are still trying to 
find a way for Palestinians to 
participate tomorrow. I will see 
Baker.” 

Jordan, expected to have 
formed a joint delegation with 
the Palestinians, was involved in 
a dispute with Russian officials 
over seating arrangements. 

Arab sources said the Russians 
offered four seats. The Jorda- 
nians demanded eight, like every 
other delegation. But foe row was 
quickly solved and reporters at 
foe conference hall saw three 
delegates sitting at seats allocated 
to the Jordanians. 


Baker: Conference is powerful peace signal 


MOSCOW (R) — U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker said on Tuesday 
Middle East peace alh in Moscow 
would send a powerful signal that 
Arabs and Israelis were unequivocal- 
ly committed to peace and recondKa- 
tioo- 

In a speech opening the two-day 
conference on regional Middle East 
issues, Mr. Baker proposed a number 
of modest confidence-building me- 
sures in arms control, the environ- 
ment and economic development. 

He said these steps could support 
the main Arab-lsraeli peace negotia- 
tions launched at Madrid last Octo- 
ber. 

On arms control. Mr. Baker said 
the United States would make avail- 
able its vast experience from disarma- 
ment negotiations in Europe to en- 
courage Arab-lsraeli discussions 
which could lead to reducing the level 
of conventional arms reaching the 
region and eliminating weapons of 
mass destruction. 

“The group might move forward do 
considering a new set of modest 
confidence building ... measures 
covering notification of selected 
military-related activities and crisis 
prevention communications,” Mr. 
Baker said. 

He said the purpose would be to 
reduce prospects for accidental wars 
in the Middle East. 

Mr. Baker’s speech contained a 
reference to refugees, an issue which 
bad been dropped from the Moscow 
agenda. 

He said a working group on re- 
fugees should be established to see 
whether parties of the region, helped 
by outside states, could provide re- 
sources to improve the lot of re- 


fugees. 

On economic development. Mr. 
Baker said the puiiic* should begin 
focusing on the urgent economic 
needs of the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

He also proposed an environment 
working group that might begin ex- 
changing scientific findings on shared 
problems throughout the region. He 
suggested beginning with the Gulf of 
Aqaba, a waterway which Israel, Jor- 
dan, Egypt and Saudi Arabia all hold 
part of the coastline. 

Mr. Baker said the main Arab- 
lsraeli negotiations were moving 
slowly but at least the parties had 
been able to sort out some of their 
procedural wrangles. 

“I do not mean to suggest that we 
are satisfied with all that has trans- 
pired," he declared. “As I said' in 
Madrid we must crawl before we can 
walk, and we must walk before we 
can run. 

“We are not running and there are 
those who would say we are not even 
walking- But we are moving." 

Israeli Foreign Mioister David 
Levy offered to make Israeli expertise 
in water use and arid climate agricul- 
ture available to the Arab World and 
declared: “We can create a new 
Middle East, not m the end of days 
but today.” 

Such hopes may be optimistic, at 
least in the short term, given the lack 
of pro g re ss in separate peace negotia- 
tions between Israel and its immedi- 
ate Arab neighbours — Syria, Jor- 
dan, Lebanon and the Palestinians. 

Syria and Lebanon .boycotted the 
Moscow conference, arguing that 
there was no point in bolding such 
talks until Israel committed itself to 


withdrawing from the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Arabs defend Palestinians 


The Arab states sprang to the 
defence of Palestinians who stayed 
away from the opening session. 

Eypt'e Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
said in his plenary speech: "We call 
for reconsideration of this new and 
strange principle, the principle that 
one delegation should have the right 
of veto over the composition of 
another.” 

“All Palestinians in the occupied 
territories and in exile have the right 
to have their people represented,” 
Mr. Musa added. 

He also called for full United Na- 
tions partidpatiou in talks on regional 
Middle East issues. The U.N. sought 
a seat, not observer status in the 
Moscow talks on arms control, econo- 
mic development, water resources 
and the environment. 

Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud Al Faisal said: “It parti- 
cularly grieves us that the Palestinian 
delegation was not enabled to attend, 
especially as they are the primary 
victims. 

“The participation of Palestinians, 
from both inside and outside the 
occupied territories, must be 
assured.” 

Algeria boycotts 

Algeria stayed away from the Mos- 
cow conference because of the exclu- 
sion of Palestinians and brad's in- 
transigence in previous peace talks. 
Foreign Minister Lakhdar Ibrahim i 


said on Tuesday. 

Algeria was to be represented by its 
ambassador to Moscow but Mr. Ibra- 
himi told journalists the envoy would 
not attend because of the “absence of 
the Palestinians and the fact that the 
peace process has made no progress 
because of Israeli obstinacy." 

Damascus groups welcome 
Palestinian absence 

In Damascus, radical Palestinian 
groups welcomed the Palestinian 
team's absence from the opening ses- 
sion of Middle East multilateral talks 
in Moscow on Tuesday and urged a 
withdrawal from Moscow. 

Khaled Al Faboum, chief of the 
four-group Palestinian National 
Salvation Front described the deci- 
sion as “coirect" and said Palesti- 
nians "should not attend at all be- 
cause the PLO was not represented.” 

“We welcome this decision and 
consider it a positive step that would 
help achieve Palestinians unity and 
pave the way for the establishment of 
a united PLO,” Mr. Fahoum said. 

“The delegation should withdraw 
from Moscow,” said Mr. Fahoum, a 
former speaker of the Palestine 
National Council. 

Syria says Moscow talks 
won’t bring peace 

Syria said on Tuesday multilateral 
Middle East talks in Moscow could 
not bring peace to the region. 

Foreign Minister Farooq Al Sbara. 
addressing a cabinet session discus- 
sing the peace process, said the Mos- 
cow talks which opened on Tuesday 
would harm Arabs and benefit Israel. 


Palestinian quest for. national 
rights blocked again 


By Alan Eisner 

Renter 

MOSCOW — “We aim to 
exercise our right to freedom, 
self-determination and state- 
hood." 

This defiant declaration was 
to have been the centrepiece of 
the Palestinian speech to the 
Moscow conference on region- 
al issues associated with Mid- 
dle East peace efforts. 

But the speech was never 
delivered. The Palestinians 
stayed away from Tuesday's 
opening session when the con- 
ference organisers, the United 
States and Russia, refused to 
accept delegates from occupied 
Arab east Jerusalem and from 
the Palestinian diaspora. 

To the Palestinians, it was 
the latest denial of their 
nationhood inflicted by a U.S.- 
sponsored peace process which 
seeks to address the needs of 
foe 1.75 million inhabitants of 
foe Israeli-occupied territories 
bat which ignores the millions 
of Palestinians dispersed' 
around the world. 

“We remain whole — the 
nation of Palestine — and here 
we affirm this wholeness and 
we are determined to exercise 


it in statehood,'* continued the 
undelivered Palestinian speech 
distributed to reporters. It was 
a manifesto of unfulfilled 
aspirations. 

The question of Palestinian 
representation dominated 
Arab-lsraeli peace efforts be- 
fore last October's Madrid 
Middle East peace conference 
and has continued to haunt 
them ever since. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Despite strenuous efforts by 
Israel and the United States to 
shrug it off and by some Arabs 
to ignore it, the issue refuses to 
go away. 

Before Madrid, it took U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
eight months and eight Middle 
East peace shuttles to talk 
Palestinians into agreeing to 
terns for participation largely 
dictated by Israel — no exiles, 
no deportees, no one from east 
Jerusalem and a joint delega- 
tion with Jordan instead of a 
separate one. 

Mr. Baker’s most powerful 
argument was that if the 
Palestinians refused, they 
would be “missing the peace 
bos” and perhaps throwing 


away their final chance to save 
th.e small portion of their 
homeland that remained up for 
grabs in negotiations — foe 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Israel's position throughout 
has been unyielding. It will not 
recognise Palestinian nation- 
hood for fear to eventually 
having to accept Palestinian 
statehood. 

It wfll not negotiate about 
east Jerusalem for fear of even- 
tually losing control of it. It 
will not deal with Palestinians 
in exile for fear that they might 
want to return to their homes. 

The most the Jewish state is 
prepared to offer is interim 
self-government arrange- 
ments. Residents of the terri- 
tories would win local auton- 
omy but Israel would retain the 
right to settle more Jews and 
keep control of security and 
vital natural resources. 

After three years, Israel 
would stake its claim for ulti- 
mate sovereignty over the 
area. 

“There is no Palestinian 
people,” declared the then 
Israeli Prime Minister Golda 
Meir in the late 1960s. Israeli 
leaders would probably shrink 


from making such a bald state- 
ment, but they still appear to 
believe it. 

In Madrid, Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir never once 
spoke of the Palestinians. He 
called them “Palestinian 
Arabs” — not a separate peo- 
ple entitled to their own state 
at all but part of a great Arab 
Nation that already has up- 
ward of 20 states. 

At every stage of negotia- 
tions since Madrid, the Palesti- 
nians and Israelis have squab- 
bled over the ground rules. 

In Moscow, the Palestinians 
appeared with three people 
from east Jerusalem and three 
exiles. 

The Palestinians are trapped 
in the Madrid formula in which 
they are fast losing faith. 

They scored a public rela- 
tions victory m Madrid by suc- 
cessfully projecting themselves 
on the world stage for the first 
time m years. 

But events since then have 
been a disappointment — no 
improvement in life under 
Israeli occupation, no let up in 
Israeli settlements, no progress 
towards self-rule. For Palesti- 
nians, foe prospect of a state is 
as far off as ever. 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The PLO 
leadership met in Tunis on Tues- 
day to consider a U.S. comprom- 
ise proposal that would bring 
Palestinian exiles into future 
stages of foe multilateral Middle 
East peace conference, PLO 
sources said. 

“Consultations are still going 
on,” the sources said of the meet- 
ing of foe executive committee, 
headed by Palestine Uberation 
Organisation Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

The sources said Mr. Arafat 
had received a message from 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak urging him to approve a prop- 
osal made by U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker that exiled 
Palestinians be allowed to partici- 
pate within appropriate working 
groups at later stages of the multi- 
lateral talks. 

The Palestinian news agency 
WAFA confirmed that Mr. 
Mubarak's message was related 
to the Palestinian delegation's 
participation in foe Moscow talks 
but gave no opening details. 

The Palestinians did not appear 
at the opening session of the 
Moscow conference after the 
U.S. and Russian co-sponsors re- 
jected their pleas for Palestinian 
exiles and residents of Arab east 
Jerusalem to be given seats at foe 
meeting. 

“We believe the Palestinians 
are making a mistake by not 
taking advantage of this oppor- 
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Elias Freij 

Jews fire 
at Freij’s 
home 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Gunmen on Tuesday fired at 
the home of Bethlehem Mayor 
Elias Freij, a Palestinian delegate 
to Middle East peace talks. An 
underground Jewish group 
claimed responsibility. 

Israeli military sources said the 
shots, fired after midnight, mis- 
sed Mr. Freij 's house but chipped 
the outside of neighbouring 
houses. No one was injured. 

An Israel Radio correspondent 
reported that a caller speaking 
Hebrew said an obscure group 
called the Hasmoneans fired at 
Mr. Freij's house. Mr. Freij was 
not taking part in the multilateral 
Middle East peace talks taking 
■place in Moscow. 

“He (the caller) said foe shoot- 
ing was a warning for all PLO 
members in the occupied territor- 
ies to run away before something 
else happens to them,” said Moti 
Amir, Israel Radio correspon- 
dent in the West Bank. 

Mr. Freij, one of 14 supporters 
of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation from the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip who are 
conducting peace talks with 
Israel, demanded an investiga- 
tion. 

“It is a criminal and an extrem- 
ist acL I consider this a terrorist 
attack and an attempt to under- 
mine foe peace process,” Mr. 
Freij told reporters. 

Israeli journalists say they be- 
lieve that extemist Jewish settlers 
opposed to Israeli-Arab peace 
talks are behind the Hasmo- 
neans. 

The group, named after biblic- 
al Jewish nationalists, has not 
been active since it became 
known for anti-Palestinian graffiti 
^crawled at the start of foe 
Palestinian uprising four years 
ago. 


tunity.” Mr. Baker told repor- 
ters. 

At the same time, he apeared 
to accept the Palestinian argu- 
ment that representatives of the 
Palestinian diaspora ought to be 
present at talks dealing with the 
plight of Palestinian refugees that 
would follow the Moscow meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Baker said the Palestinians 
had rejected foe proposal and 
“they are making a mistake.” 

The compromise was backed 
also by Russia, which is jointly 
sponsoring the peace conference 
with the United States. It would 
permit Palestinians from Jeru- 
salem and from outside the terri- 
tories occupied by Israel to take 
part in some of the working 
groups' discussions. 

At the ceremonial opening in 
Madrid, and then in two rounds 
of Arab-lsraeli negotiations in 
Washington, the Palestinians 
were restricted to residents of the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Hanan Ashrawi, spokeswoman 
for the Palestinians, said her 
group would not accept a “trun- 
cated” delegation. But she in- 
sisted foe offer had not been 
rejected. 

“We are evaluating and discus- 
sing this development,” she said 
at a news conference. 

Mr. Baker said there was 
“merit" in the Palestinians' argu- 
ment. “We are dealing with a 
problem of the region as a 


whole.” he said. 

“We told the Palestinians we 
would be supportive of repre- 
sentation by diaspora Palestinians 
in working groups where that 
representation was appropriate,” 
he said. 

Three of the eight Palestinians 
who came to Moscow define 
themselves as exiles — those who 
were driven out of Palestine when 
Israel was established in 1948 and 
who press for their right to return 
to their homeland. 

Mrs. Ashrawi said peace con- 
ference rules were never intended 
to exclude exiles and that Israel 
was behind it. “Israel is doing 
everything possible in order to 
undermine the peace process,” 
she said. 

Mr. Baker, with Russian Fore- 
ign Minister Andrei Kozyrev at 
his side, said the Palestinians had 
declined foe compromise offer, 
though he hoped they would re- 
consider before the working 
groups assemble on Wednesday. 

The sessions “represent a signi- 
ficant opportunity for them,” he 
said. * 

Speaking also for Mr. Kozyrev, 
Mr. Baker said the aim “was to 
get agreement” on working 
groups. But he said there would 
be no change in the rules when 
direct Arab-lsraeli peace talks 
are resumed. 

Those talks are tentatively set 
for next month, but foe site is still 
under discussion. 


FIS editor arrested 

FLN leadership calls for 
national conference 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Alger- 
ia’s former ruling National Li- 
beration Front, in disarray after 
losing control of the nation called 
a national conference for next 
month. 

Algiers radio earlier had re- 
ported foe resignation of the par- 
ty's entire political bureau, led by 
FLN Secretary General Abdul 
Hamid Mehri. 

But later, the radio said that 
about 150 senior party officials 
had rejected the resignation and 
asked Mr. Mehri to stay on. 

The emergency meeting of the 
party’s central committee that be- 
gan Saturday ended Tuesday with 
a call for a national conference in 
three weeks, according to confer- 
ence sources speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Mr. Mehri was a supporter of 
former President Chadli Ben- 
jedid's democratic reforms, 
which were scrapped after Islamic 
fundamentalists gained an un- 
beatable lead in the country's first 
multi-party parliamentary elec- 
tion. 

Many in foe party want to 
endorse this month's army- 
backed upheaval in which Mr. 
Benjedid resigned, the half- 
finished election was cancelled 
and fundamentalist preachers 
were ordered to keep politics out 
of the mosques. 

The new FLN meeting will 
include central committee mem- 
bers and representatives of the 
rank and file. 

Mr. Mehri suggested on Tues- 
day that the emergency meeting 
be suspended and the conference 
held. 

“If the central committee 
wants me to announce my res- 
ignation to facilitate things, I am 
ready to,” be told the committee 
late on Monday night. 

Mr. Mehri has faced a barrage 
of criticism from party ranks after 
be described the new presidential 
council, headed by formerly ex- 
iled FLN dissident Mohammad 
Boudiaf, as unconstitutional and 
held talks with Islamic fun- 
damentalists. 

He initially suggested foe 15- 
man political bureau he heads 
should resign en masse, but at a 
late night session on Monday 
offered only his own resignation. 

The British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, quoting Algiers radio, 
said early on Tuesday that the 


FLN political bureau had res- 
igned. Committee members said 
no decision on a leadership 
change had been taken. 

The draft resolution which was 
being discussed by the central 
committee would have supported 
the five-man presidential council 
that replaced Mr. Benjedid two 
weeks pgo, but also called for a 
return to the “fundamental 
objectives" of his reforms. 


‘Kebir 

detained’ 

ALGIES (R) — Pofice on Tues- 
day arrested one of foe few 
senior leaders of the fnu- 
damentafist Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) stBI at liberty in 
Algeria, a source dose to foe 
FIS said. Rabah Kebir was led 
from FIS headquarters la cen- 
tral Aglicrs by two aimed 
policemen as a dozen others 
guarded the building, foe 
source said. 


It said the central committee 
“salutes the return of brother 
militant Mohammad Boudiaf and 
welcomes his return as a con- 
tribution to overcome the dan- 
gers and difficulties which run 
through the country.” 

Calling for a return to the 
“fundamental objectives” of 
democracy and the constitution, 
it backed “foe dialogue inaugu- 
rated by foe president of tbs high 
council of state” towards solving 
the country's problems. 

A source dose to the fun- 
damentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front said on Tuesday that police 
had arrested Salah Gouami, 
director-general of the FIS’s 
Arab-language weekly newspap- 
er Al Mounquid. There was to 
official confirmation. 

At the weekend, police stop- 
ped the print run of Al Mounquid 
and raided the offices of the FIS 
French-language weekly El For- 
kane “to arrest foe journalists,” a 
source close to foe FIS said ear- 
lier. 

The FIS has denied that the 
newspaper carried a statement by 
provisional leader Abdul 
Hachani, arrested last Wednes- 
day, after publication of a call 
allegedly seeking revolt in the 
army. 
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Islamists expect strong 
showing in Kuwait poll 


By Mariam Isa 


KUWAIT (R) — Islamic groups, capitalising on their 
active role during Iraqi occupation, anticipate a strong 
showing in October elections for Kuwait's restored parlia- 
ment. 


Leaders of three Islamic move- 
ments — which have joined forces 
with other opposition groups — 
say popular support has grown 
since U.S.-led troops drove Iraq 
out last February. 

Mosques were centres of resist- 
ance during the seven-month 
occupation and filled with large 
numbers of devotees at prayer 
times. Islamic leaders helped dis- 
tribute food and medicine to 
Kuwaitis in most residential 
areas. 

This helped counter the influ- 
ence of Western culture among 
residents impressed with the role 
the west played in liberating their 
country, the Islamic activists say. 

“During the occupation almost 
all our leaders stayed in Kuwait 
and played a major role in help- 
ing the people," Ahmed Baqer, 
leader of the Islamic Alliance 
said. 

“I think that ail the people in 
Kuwait really appreciate this — I 
can see it in so many ways," he 
said. 

Baqer said his group, calling 
themselves the “Selef* (heirs), 
would field eight to 10 candidates 
in the polls for SO representatives 
from Kuwait's 25 constituencies. 

The Islamic Constitutional 
Movement (I CM), another Isla- 
mic group, says it will have at 
least 15 candidates. 

The National Islamic Coali- 


tion, representing the country's 
large Shi’ite minority, simply says 
there will be "many." 

Diplomats say the Islamic 
groups are better organised than 
their rivals, but support for Iraq's 
occupation by non-Kuwaiti Isla- 
mic groups could taken some 
gloss off their appeal to the elec- 
torate. 

Kuwaiti rulers agreed during the 
occupation to restore the parlia- 
ment, dissolved because of secur- 
ity concerns in 1986. 

A partially-elected National 
Council, which the opposition 
says is unconstitutional, was rein- 
stated for an 18-month interim 
period after Iraqi forces were 
driven out. 

Like the rest of the opposition, 
Kuwait's Islamic groups say rein- 
statement of the toothless council 
showed lack of trust. 

They are calling for fair elec- 
tions to ensure increased popular 
participation in the government, 
now dominated by the ruling 
A 1 -Sabah family. Islamic activists 
support calls for freedom of the 
press and expression. 

They complain the government 
has not done enough to promote 
Islamic values through education 
and the mass media. 

The groups have varying views 
on women’s suffrage — never 
granted in Kuwait — and are 
against payment of interest. 


“I feel we don't have a real 
identity for Kuwait society — for 
years we have been under the 
influence of so many cultures 
from all over the world," said 
ICM spokesman Isa Sbaheen. 

“This is the right time to imple- 
ment a strategy for a real Islamic 
identity... stronger steps must be 
taken to present Islam in a sim- 
pler way." 

Shaheen says Iraq's August 2, 
1990 invasion strengthened Isla- 
mic values among the emirate's 
youths. 

Signs of Western influence — 
girls wearing hot pants — were 
only superficial and would quick- 
ly disappear, he said. 

Shiite leader Adnan Abdul- 
Samad said he had noted reac- 
tions against “decadent" trends 
that crept into Kuwait since the 
war. 

“A lot of people have come to 
fear the influence of Westrn ways 
on their traditions. They didn't 
want to be liberated militarily m 
order to be enslaved socially.” 

Shaheen said the ICM had 
changed its name and broken 
links with similar groups outside 
the emirate because of their sym- 
pathy for Iraq daring the crisis. 

Abdul-Samad said the occupa- 
tion had helped erode suspicion 
between members of the two 
sects of Islam, which be main- 
tained was cultivated by the gov- 
ernment. 

“Shiite and Sunnis were side by 
side in armed resistance during 
the occupation and people real- 
ised this division was false — it is 
reflected in people’s attitudes 
now.” 


Bush seeks advice on how 
to punish and isolate Libya 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush has quietly 
exempted 13 top officials from 
federal conflict-of-interest laws so 
they may advise him on how 
Libya can be “punished and iso- 
lated’ for the 1988 bombing of a 
U.S. jetliner over Scotland. 

Three of the officials. Secretary 
of State James Baker, tben- 
Commerce Secretary Robert 
Mosbacher and National Security 
Adviser Brent Scowcroft, have 
large oil investments. One tactic 
proposed by foreign policy ex- 
perts has been an oil embargo 
against the North African coun- 
ty- 

The unusual group waiver was 
granted by Mr. Bush less than a 
week after two Libyan intelli- 
gence officers were indicted by 
the Justice Department and Bri- 
tain last November in the bomb- 


ing of Pan American Airways 
Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land. dial killed 270 people. 

A president is known to have 
granted a similar group exemp- 
tion only once before: In August 
of 1990, Mr. Bush similarly 
waived the law for 11 of the same 
officials so he could get their 
advice on “policies and military 
measures" to counter the week- 
old Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

Although both waivers are 
public documents, neither was 
publicaly disclosed until re- 
quested by the press. 

It is a felony for federal offi- 
cials to take or recommend gov- 
ernment actions that directly 
affect their personal finances, but 
a superior can waive the law if the 
financial interest is too small to 
influence them. 

In both waivers, Mr. Bush 


wrote that although some officials 
would not need the waiver, 
others have “substantial financial 
interests in industries that may be 
a ffected." 


In the Libyan waivers, Mr. 
Bush concluded, “in my judg- 
ment, the nature of the current 
situation and die gravity of the 
measures under consideration by 
die United States are such that 
even the substantial financial in- 
terests held by some of you could 
not be deemed likely to affect the 
integrity" of their actions. IBs 
Iraq waiver was almost identical. 

“We now face a series of deci- 
sions on steps the international 
community should take to ensure 
that a major perpetrator of state- 
sponsored terrorism — Libya — 
is both punished and isolated," 
Mr. Bush wrote. 



Yitzhak Shamir 


Shamir begins 
consultations on 
early elections 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir's minority government 
began consultations on early elec- 
tions after surviving a no- 
confidence vote in parliament 
Tuesday. 

The five motions were defeated 
55-49 Monday in the first no 
confidence vote since Shamir lost 
his parliamentary majority last 
week. Two small far-right parties 
quit the government over Middle 
East peace talks, leaving Shamir 
with a 59-61 minority. 

“Apparendy it is already cer- 
tain there will be early elections," 
said Sarah Doron. head of Sha- 
mir's ruling Likud party faction in 
parliament. “We are speaking 
about elections in the summer." 

Doron said she was consulting 
coalition and opposition parties 
on a date for elections. Knesset 
members said the poll was likely 
to be held in June or July instead 
of November. 

The challenge to Shamir came 
on the eve of a fresh round of 
Middle East peace talks in Mos- 
cow. 

Some government ministers 
say an early election could benefit 
the right-wing Likud party. 

A public opinion poll last week 
gave Likud and small far-right 
parties a slight edge over the 
opposition Labour party and its 
left-wing allies. Orthodox and 
ultra-orthodox religious parties 
which now support Shamir hold 
the balance of power in parlia- 
ment. 

The no-confidence motions 
brought by the opposition alleged 
that Israel was suffering de- 
teriorating social and economic 
conditions amid rising unemploy- 
ment and lavish spending on 
building Jewish settlements in the 
occupied territories. 

“We have a deep argument 
with the finance minister who 
prefers 16 per cent unemploy- 
ment as long as the settlements 
are not warmed," said Labour's 
Ora Namir. 


U.N. sends envoy to 
seek peace for Afghans 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
United Nations is trying once 
again to end a war which has cost 
over a million lives, believing 
there is more support than ever 
before for talks between Afgha- 
nistan's feuding factions. 

“The time is ripe, in my view, 
to take concrete steps to promote 
a comprehensive political settle- 
ment,’'’ Secretry-General 
Boutros-Ghali said. 

The U.N. chief has sent his 
envoy Benon Sevan, now be- 
lieved to be in Saudi Arabia, on 
another mission to Kabul and 
perhaps Islamabad to see if there 
is hope of organising a broad- 
based government. 

Boutros-Ghali received a boost 
Monday from Pakistan, whose 
foreign ministry signalled a turn- 
ing point in its Afghanistan poli- 
cy- 

In announcing support for 
U.N. plans, it implicitly rejected 
attempts by faction-ridden guer- 
rilla movements to overthrow the 
government of Afghan President 
Najibullah by force. 

Saudi Arabia and Pakistan pro- 


vide funds for the guerrillas. If 
Riyadh agrees with Islamabad's 
new approach, diplomats say 
radical Pakistan-based rebels who 
reject any U.N. programme may 
be isolated. 

Over the past decade more 
than a million people have died 
and two million have been dis- 
abled. Five million are in exile 
and another two million have 
moved from their homes. 

’T should like to assure the 
Afghan people of my commit- 
ment to promote vigorously a 
political settlement to end prot- 
racted conflict,” Boutros-Ghali 
said. 

Last May the United Nations 
presented a plan for a transition 
period leading to the establish- 
ment of a new government 
through elections. To this end it 
hoped to organise an assembly of 
leaders of all political, regional, 
tribal, opposition and resistance 
groups. 

U.N. sources say Sevan is 
trying to convene a meeting of 
150 representatives of Afghan ac- 
tions in February or March some- 


where outside the region. 

This assembly would appoint 
working group on a transition 
stage leading to free elections. 
results would have to 
approved by another and larger 
group of delegates. 

Radical Muslim guerrilla 
groups have sabotaged all efforts 
to start an intra-Afghan dialogue. 
Some thought talks would begin 
after the United States and the 
Soviet Union stopped shipping 
weapons to the opposing parties 
January 1. 

Boutros-Ghali, saying there 
had been “positive developments 
in recent months," called on 
other states to take decisions 
similar to those of Washington 
and Moscow, which invaded 
Afghanistan 12 years ago. 

Since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, nations such as Iran, 
Saudi Arabia and Turkey as well 
as China have felt freer to inter- 
fere in Afghan politics 

There are also fears that for- 
mer Soviet Muslim republics may 
sell arms to the leftist secular 
government of Najibullah. 


Gunmen kill 
police officer 
in Istanbul 


ISTANBUL (R) — Two gunmen 
killed a police officer in Istanbul 
Tuesday and seriously wounded 
his daughter, the semi-official 
Anatolian news agency said. 


The gunmen, one m military 
onifonn. fired at Yuksel Taspi- 
nar, 42, as he and his 18-year-old 
daughter were getting into their 
car outside then- borne in sub- 
urban Pendik. Taspinar died in 
hospital. 


There was no immediate daim 
of responsibility. Security forces 
have detained an undisclosed 
number of suspects, Anatolian 
said. 


Turkey's deadliest urban guer- 
rilla group Dev-Sol (revolution- 
ary left), active in Istanbul in 
recent years, claimed the killing s 
of at least 30 policemen and five 
generals in Turkey last year. 


The separ atist Kurdish Work- 
ers Party (PKK) also spread its 
attacks to Istanbul last year. 
Twelve people died in December 
when PKK militants hurled petrol 
bombs at a department store. 


The government has promised 
to boost police forces in Istanbul, 
which has a population of 13 
million and is Turkey’s commer- 
cial capital. 


In Moscow, they speak English, Hebrew, Japanese 


MOSCOW (AP) — “Jimmy, 
ok?” 

Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy doesn't speak English, but 
he mustered enough words to 
help U.S. Secretary of State 
James A. Baker m, who was 
having trouble picking up the 
translation of Levy's speech from 
Hebrew. 

“Zero, zero." Levy said to 
Baker, referring to the channel 
number for hearing the English 
on headsets. The incident drew a 
ripple of laughter and added a 
light moment to the solemnity of 
Tuesday's opening session of the 
Moscow Middle East peace talks. 

Like the Madrid conference 
that preceded it, the Moscow 
gathering of more than 20 nations 
had a cosmopolitan flavour folly 
in keeping with the “new world 
order.” 

The Arabs were there, many of 
them in robes and keffiyeh head- 
dress. opposite long-time Israeli 
foes. Canadian Barbara 
McDougali was the only woman 
foreign minister. Baker looked 
his usual well-tailored self in dark 



transformation wrought by the 
Gulf war. Having met a common 
enemy in the shape of Saddam 
Hssein, Israelis, Saudis, Moroc- 
cans, Qataris and others find it a 
lot easier to meet in the same 
room. 


The meeting was set for 9 a.m. 
with a half hour set aside for 
delegates to gather. They drifted 
in in small groups, some taking 
their seats, others standing up 
and chatting. As in Madrid, there 
were no handshakes between 
enemies. 


Kamel Abu Jaber 


Mkhio Watanabe 


David Levy 


suit and red tie. The Omani 
delegates wore sashes and tur- 
bans. 

Also present were Japanese 
and Chinese. They were among 
the many non- Middle Eastern di- 
plomats who came here to make a 
contribution to the peace process 
and daim a corner of the world 
political stage. 

How much that stage has 
changed was evident, starting 


.with the fact that the talks were 
being held in Moscow. Until 
recently, no Israeli government 
would have agreed to attend such 
a gathering here. 

But now die Soviet Union is 
dead, Russia has made friends 
with Israel, and as Russian Fore- 
ign Minister Andrei Kozyrev re- 
marked in his speech: “We are 
not going to compete for ideolo- 
gy, influence or for military 


domination, and imperial ambi- 
tions also are alien to us.” 

The meeting was held in the 
chandeliered hall of columns in 
the bouse of unions, a graceful 
three-story building in downtown 
Moscow better known for bous- 
ing the Stalinist show trials m die 
1930s. It’s also where dead Soviet 
leaders .used to lie in state. 

The fact that Israelis and Arabs 
were sitting together reflected the 


At 9:27 a.m., melodious 
domes summoned the delegates 
to their seats, and three minutes 
Later Kozyrev called the meeting 
to order. Baker spoke first. 


Levy, a Moroccan immigrant 
with an elegant coiffe of gray 
hair, delivered tubs speech in Heb- 
rew and Jordanian Foreign Minis- 
ter Kamel Abu Jaber, spoke in 
English, and Japanese Foreign 
Minister Michio Watanabe spoke 
in Japanese. 

Each speech drew a polite 
round of applause. 


U.N. agrees to war 
compensation for 
non- Iraq is 


By Palmer 

GENEVA (R) — Victims of the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait will be 
able to ask for large sums of 
money. But no cash will be avail- 
able until Iraq agrees to sell oil, 
U.N. officials said Monday. 

The governing council of the 
U.N. Compensation Fund, com- 
prising the 15 members of the 
U.N. Security Council, agreed 
Friday to set cumulative ceilings 
of $30,000 per person or $60,000 
per family for mental pain and 
anguish. 

The council set a ceiling of 
$15,000 each, for example, for 
mental pain, for the death of an 
immediate family member or for 
permanent injury or disfigure- 
ment, according to a document 
released at a news conference 
Monday. < 

Individuals can additionally 
daim for actual damages aside 
from the mental pain. Medical 
expenses, for example, or 
perhaps loss of earnings from an 
injury or death would not be 
subject to the $30,000 and 
$60,000 limits set for mental pain. 

Conscious of the precedents 
they are setting, the fund’s coun- 
cil and secretariat have been 
working hard over the past sever- 
al months to draw up criteria for 
compensating victims of the Iraqi 
invasion and occupation of 
Kuwait. 

Baghdad, however, is refusing 
to sell oil under strict U.N. terms, 
and the coffers are therefore 


empty. U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions 706 and 712 envisage 
putting 30 per cent of Iraqi re- 
venues into the fund. 

“As long as Iraq is not willing, 
to take the opportunity of resolu- 
tions 706 and 712, we have to 
wait," Belgian Ambassador Ale- 
xis Reyn tokl a news conference, 
after chairing the governing coun- 
cil all last week. 

The council also examined how 
to compensate businesses. A 
complicated question which Mr. 
Reyn said he hoped would be 
settled at the next meeting to be 
held March 16 to 20. 

Mr. Reyn confirmed that the p 
council had decided it was not up* 
to it but rather tits Security Coun- 
cil to decide on an Iraqi request 
made January 20 for a five-year 
grace period in drawing off Iraqi 
funds. 

The document detailed the fol- 
lowing ceflm^ set for mental pain- 
and anguish payments: 

— Death of a parent, spouse or 
child, $15,000 per claimant and 
$30,000 per family. 

— Serious permanent injury or 
disfigurement, $15,000. 

— Temporary significant dis- 
figurement or injury, $5,000. 

— Sexual assault, aggravated 
assault or torture, $5,000 per 
incident. 

— Witnessing the intentional in- 
fliction of any of the above on a 
parent, spouse or child, $2,500 
per claimant and $5,000 per fami- 
ly- 


Bonn envoy to discuss 
hostages with Tehran 


BONN (R) — German Justice 
Minister Klaus Kinkel flew to 
Iran Tuesday and government 
sources said he would press 
Tehran to use its influence to win 
the release of two German hos- 
tages in Lebanon. 

The sources said Kinkel would 
discuss the last two remaining 
western hostages in Lebanon — 
Thomas Kemptner and Heinrich 
Strnbig — with Iranian leaders 
during the three-day visit. 

The visit is part of a series of 
high-level contacts between 
Tehran and Bonn aimed at im- 
proving political and economic 
ties. 

Struebig, 50 and Kemptner, 30, 
who worked for a private aid 
organisation, ignored warnings 
not to go to Lebanon and were 
seized in May 1989 in die south- 


ern city of Skkm by gunmen 
believed to work for relatives of 
the Hamadi brothers, who are 
jailed in Germany. 

* 

I ran ian leaders, keen to de- 
velop doser relations with Ger- 
many, have promised in the past 
to use their influence on the 
Shiite Muslim groups in Lebanon 
who bad kidnaped Westerners. 

But they say they have no 
direct influence over the Hamadi 
family, which is demanding the 
release of Mohammad Ah and 
Abbas Hamadi from German 
prisons. 

Mohammad Ali Hamadi, 
arrested at Frankfurt airport in 
1987, is serving a life sentence for 
Ids part in the 1985 hijack of a twa 
airliner during which an Amer- 
ican navy diver was killed. 
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Snow kills 12 
in Algeria 

ALGIERS (R) — Heavy raW 
and snow have killed at least ill 
people in Algeria and left hun- 
dreds homeless. Algiers. Radio) 
and local newspapers said 
three people were killed in 
Blida province, 50 kilometre- 


from the capital, isduding a 
bulldozer driver swept away 
doing rescue work. The Alge- 
rian News Agency APS said a 
nine-year-old child and a man 
drowned in Blida and two peo- 
ple were also missing. Nearly 
40 families were homeless] 
there. The agency said dozens 
had been injured by falling 
rubble, and workmen were 
putting supports to threatened 
walls- Civil protection services 
warned of danger from high 
tension electricity wires 
brought down by the storms. 


Kuwait, Britain 
to sign pact 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s De- 
fence Minister Sheikh AH 
Sabah A1 Salem A1 Sabah will 
travel to London February 5 to 
sign a defence pact with Bri- 
tain, a Kuwaiti daily said Tues- 
day. Defence ministry officials 
declined to confirm the date 
reported by the emirate's Sawt 
A1 Kuwait daily. Britain's De- 
fence Secretary Tom King said 
last week that Sheikh AH's visit 
would take place during the 
first week of February. The 
joint defence pact will cover 
planning, training, joint exer- 
cises and supply of equipment. 
Kuwait signed a similar 10-year 
agreement with the United 
States last year. 


Fahd promises 
1st assembly law 

NICOSIA (R) — King Fabd 
said Monday that a long- 
awaited law establishing Saudi 
Arabia's first representative 
assembly would be announced 
next month. The assembly, 
known as the Consultative 
Council, would be the king- 
dom's first tentative experi 
ment with democracy. The 
official Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA) said the king told a 
cabinet meeting “the country's 
system of rule, the law of the 
Consultative Council agd the 
system of the regions wjfl. be 
.Lutnounced next month." Saudi 
] Arabia, which has no written 
constitution, is an absolute 
monarchy with no legislature 
or political parties. The Coun- 
cil of Ministers serves as the 
instrument of royal authority 
in both legislative and execu- 
tive matters. 
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49 car thefts 
n 48 hours 


BEIRUT (AP) — Police said 
Monday 49 cars were stolen in 
Beirut during the weekend, an 
all-time record for the 
Lebanese capital that was rav 
aged by the 1975-90 civil war. 
A police spokesman, who can- 
not be named under standing 
regulations, said the thefts 
were recorded in various 
Christian and Muslim neigh- 
bourhoods of Beirut Saturday 
and Sunday. Police patrols are 
Ifoaming the capital and its 
environs to try to locate the 
stolen cars and the thieves, but 
no arrests have yet been nude, 
said the spokesman. Police re- 
cords show that more than 
79,000 cars worth about $2 
million were stolen m Lebanon 
since the civil war erupted in 
1975. Topping the list are 
German-made Mercedes-Benz 
and BMWs, which were 
favoured by Christian and! 
Muslim militias during the 
sectarian conflict that was 
halted by an Arab Icagne 
brokered peace plan in 1990. 
No. 2 cm the list are Japanese- 
made cars like Toyotas. 


tj 



JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

1M0 Le Mood eat a Vou* 

IfeM NcmmFicndi 

19:15 lolertiupique 

1W0 News in Hebrew 

20:99 News in Arabic 

:'-39 Teccfa 

* .:10 CBtnatc And Mananet 

99 News in English 

Prime Suspect 

PRAYER TORES 

«s« Fajr 

0627 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:49 Dfauhr 

14s45 ‘Asr 

|?:M Maghreb 

Hfc39 'Uu 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary ofNwnmh Church Swdfleh, 
Td. 810740 

/tawmUw at God Ctuarh, TeL 
632785. 

St Joseph Chard) Tel. £24590. 
Church of the th 

637440. 

De b Safe Church Td. 661757 
Ttmeaate Oarcb Tct 622366 
Charch at the AanaacMfon Td. 


623541. 

AngOcaa Chwch TeL 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Arma daa Cathafie Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chord) Td. 

775261. 

St Ephraim Chard) Td. 771751. 

A mm a n Inter na tional Ondi Td 

685326. 

Evaagefiori Lutheran Omrch Td: 

811295. 

The Chart* or Jh» CM* of Latter- 
Day Satan Td. 823824. 654932. 
Cbardi af die N aia re ne Td. 675691. 


WEATHER 


MinVMax. temp. 

Amman 0/10 

Aqaba 7/19 

Deserts -3/10 

Jordan Vafley .. 5 / 16 

yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 8, Arabs 7. Humidity readings: 
Amiran 20 per cent, Aqaba 15 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 


AIS3unH* pharmacy (275825) 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. Hnfaam Hiyaat {_) 

Khafifefa pharmacy 985417 


* Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


The frost wave which swept Jordan 
during the past few days abates today 
gradually- and a warmer boot k ex- 
pected to affect the Kingdom m the 
evening. Th er efore, donds will hi. 
crease gradually and rwni are expected 
id fall. Winds wfl] bo southeasterly 
fresh, turning gradually to south- 
westerly fresh- lu Aqaba, it win be 
partly cloudy and there win be u 
dunce for sea Ucied showers of rain. 
Winds wiB be southerly moderate and 
seas choppy. 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. BamunOaddoumi 646024 

Dr. Abdul MajccdShaer 1 791405 

Dr. Ahmad Sondhim 752118 

Dr. Abdul AamTaboun 783708 

fires pharmacy 661912 

Fenkras pharmacy T7B336 

Al Arena* pharmacy 637055 

Nafroukfa pharmacy 623672 

AlSalom pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Sb m cfa a ni pharmacy 637660 

Dr Ahmad Abu Baker (— ) 


Food Control Centre 637111 

CSva refence Department 661111 

CM 1 efcncc Immcdmte 

tecae... .. 630341 

CM Defence Emereency 199 

Rescue RoHce — 192,621111,637777 

Hre Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank .: 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Fofice 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel ComphtiME ...... 605800 

Price Gomptamts 661176 

’Water and Sewerage 

Comptattfs 897467 

Amman MmA -i patiiy 


Comp^fliih . . __ __ 

Telephone Information 
(rarcctoiy assistance) 

...787111 

121 

— 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Rcpaha 

...623101 


Abdah Telephone Repair* .....661101 

Jordan TcJenrion 773111 

RatfioJordaa 774111 

Water Authority — 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJPEgfrt Information 08-53200 

OttecnAKa Inti. Airport.. — 08-53200 

N 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Mediad Centre 813813/32 

Khahtfi Maternity, J. Amu ... 644281/6 
AkSeh Maternity, J. Ama.„ 642441 12 

Jobs! Amman Maternity 642362 

Mafias. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmetaoi 664171/4 

ShmewriHrapfod 669131 

U niv er sit y Ho sp ita l 845845 

AHUumher Hospital 667227/9 

Tbeldamk. Abosfi 666127/37 

AJ-Ahh, AbdaB 664164/6 

BaEao.Al-Mubajreen 777101/3 

AI-BasUr, J. Asfarsfieh 775111/26 

Army, Mark* 891611/15' 

Ooccn Aba Hospital 60224030 

Anal Hoaptad 674155 

ZAKQA: 

ZanqaOovt Hospital (09)983323 


Zaira National Hosphai .. (09)900560 
ItaStaa Hospital (09)986732 

Him H-J- — ■■ nfla -* 

nl lUIlMMOQofl Wlj RR — 


UfcU Vienna, Frankfort ( 


XUS 

Other Ffighta 


Ftiocee 

CradfcGnhofi c Hospital 
IbaAlNafeaHorprad- 
AQABA: 

Praxes HayaHoqatri — (03)314111 


imnzm 

(Q4247100 


— Cano (MS) 



QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


RtijMl Jordfirtfan (RJ) FHgbts 
(Tamtimd 1) 


TTut informuioa a supplied by Royal 
Jbnkriu (RJ) informMtioc dtaiart- 
meat at the Queen Ah lateroehond 
Airport Td. (08153200-S, where it 
sbooU atwgyt be verified. 


1M 

11:19 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FHghfa 

(Tamdnal 1) 



.... Trims, Cassbbnca | 
IUX ..„ Amsterdam. New York ( 

11.-45 London! 

19:15 

K39 Colombo! 

IMS Cairo! 

2 fcM NewDe&H 

2fc» Riyadh! 

2fc» Abu Dubai, Dnbai! 

72M — Calcutta,! 

22*5 


Other Flight* (Terminal 3} 


mas Dubai, Abn Dhabi < 


9fcl5 


Beirut (ME) 


Apphr (yeBowj S0V500 

— 500/450 ■ 

550/500 

SSL; 700/600 

180/120 

200/150 

Wflww . 220/160 

300/250 

Craata(sttiril) 540/500 

SW™ — 250 / 200 

650/550 

— 180/ £20 

mEEI&SI 300/250 

X2“yfry)---- 200/150 

220/170 

1000 / 800- 

SEffrwet) i 480/420 

TO» 300 / 250 

140/90 

s3f-r.- 600/500 

200/150 

tomato — 288/220 


V - 
I. * 


Of 




,iv*5 
_ • «», 



Hy 


$ 

I 







JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29, 1992 3 




j... w - . § 


Minister 

tours 

JEA 

stations 


AMMAN (Petra) 
3", l*^!; Energy and Mini 




Minister of 
_ . Mineral Resources 

Ali AboI . Ragheb- who is also 
chainnan of the- board of the 
Jordan Electricity Authority 
£~/. (JEA), Tuesday visited JEA 
work stations in south Amman 
.y-.]* and'Zarqa where be was briefed 
on .the progress of - work in these 
^ stations. 

‘ He began bis tour by a visit to 
the National Monitoring and 
* Control Centre where he was 
briefed by its director on the 
duties performed by the centre's 
- personnel. The centre maintains 
control of the operations of the 
electric equipment and monitors 
the operational processes around 
the dock. 

The minister also visited the 
office of Jordan's Belly Controls 
Company, where he was briefed 
on the nature of work at the 
company and its objectives. The 
comp an y aims at developing the 
skills and experiences of electric 
engineers in the areas of electric 
control at the electricity generat- 
ing stations. 

The minister then inspected the 
gas turbines site south of Amman 
and the Hussein Thermal Station 
in Zarqa where he inspected the 
technical station. The minister's 
tour also took him to the main 
workshops at the station where 
he watched the process of manu- 
facturing and maintaining spare 
parts needed for the electric 
equipment used in the station . 

Also in Zarqa, the minister 
visited the electric training cen- 
tre, where he was briefed by the 
centre's director on the training 
programmes offered by the cen- 
tre. 

The minister was accompanied 
on his tour by JEA Director 
General Mohammad Said Arafab. 


*taii» 
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Minister of Transport AH Sahdmat (right) Tues- 
day receives Tnrkish delegation members in- 


Jordan to bold talks on increasing cooperation on 
overland transport matters (Petra photo) 


Jordan, Turkey discuss increased 
cooperation in overland transport 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Turkey Tuesday opened three 
days of talks designed to promote 
cooperation in matters related to 
overland transport in the coarse 
of implementing a 1988 inter- 
national road transport agree- 
ment signed by the two countries. 

The talks covet the transporta- 
tion of goods by trucks and other 
vehicles, die travel of Jordanian 
and Turkish nationals to either 
country by land and facilities for 
other means of transport between 
Turkey and Jordan. 

The talks are conducted 
through a joint commission co- 
chaired by Turkish Deputy Direc- 


tor of the Land Transport at the 
Ministry of Transport Yasar Co- 
ban and Awad A1 Tal, Jordanian 
Ministry of Transport Secretary 
General. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the two sides will 
also re-examine duty on transit 
o pera tions, prospects for unifying 
tariffs and allowing Jordanian lor- 
ries and refrigerated trucks to 
enter Turkish territory and take 
on loads destined for Jordan or a 
third country. 

The commission is also ex- 
pected to examine the prospects 
of amending the 1988 agreement 
to promote trade and land trans- 


port and encourage the private 
sectors in the two countries to 
coordinate their operations and 
launch joint transportation op- 
erations, Petra said. 

The Turkish side, which com- 
prises seven members, will pay a 
visit to the Dead Sea Wednesday 
and will pursue talks with Jorda- 
nian officials on Thursday before 
leaving for home. 

Delegation members had a 
meeting Tuesday with Minister of 
Transport Ali Suheimat, who ex- 
pressed hope that the commission 
would reach fruitful agreement to 
promote transport and trade be- 
tween Jordan and Turkey. 


Ministry of Tourism calls on private sector to help 
promote Kingdom; will introduce information system 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
■ try of Tourism Tuesday issued a 
;■ call to the private sector to help in 

• promoting domestic touri^p fin 
«'■' Jordan 'fflWt'saic(‘ that pfans ljaVe 
!;■ been worked bln for cr£ftijig,.. 
| - additional numbers of restfibudss 

■ along main roads in a bid to 
- ‘ promote the tourism industry in 
; the Kingdom. 

; The appeal was issued by the 
j Ministry’s Director of Internal 
V Tourism Activities Nashaat 
;• Kawalit, who urged the private 
; sector to set up tourist camps. 

’ youth hostels and other attrac- 
tions for y^-jths to help them 
! travel around the country and 
; discover its archaeological trea- 
;■ sures. 

■ The facilities existing in the 
r country are mainly intended for 

• foreign visitors, who enjoy their 
| • stay in hotels and resthouses. The 

• ministry, however, hopes to 
I stimulate die domestic tourism 

• industry with the help of the 
;• private sector, said Mr. Kawalit. 


The ministry has already work- Wbitions. base, the statement said, 

ed out plans for resthouses in He said that the ministry has The ministry feeds the com- 
cooperation with the ministries of opened tourist offices in areas pater with basic information on 
public works and comm uni ca- • from, the north, -to. ihe south and education, economy, gov e r n m e nt 
.tions as . well as the civil, defence plao$ . ti) .open.jfer^ offices ifr " and other thing and detailed in- 
nwH public sea^^, departments, »n>9c »iiS« war. . r— — *-■ * — 


These resthouses offer meals -and 
brief overnight stays and other 
services, Mr. Kawalit added. 

This year the ministry is look- 
ing forward towards increasing its 
activities through launching pub- 
lic awareness campaigns about 
tourism in the country and is 
enlisting the help of the Jordan 
Express and Tourist Company 
(JETT), which would operate 
regular bus’ trips to the various 
tourist sites, Mr. Kawalit noted. 

Furthermore, the ministry has 
just published tourist travelogues 
and leaflets featuring the most 
prominent tourist and archaeolo- 
gical sites for the benefit of the 
public giving details about miner- 
al water resources, folklore acti- 
vities, flora and fauna and orga- 
nising a number of folkloric ex- 


other areas this yeaj^ 

. .. I • 

Tourist information system 

Visitors of Jordan as wel] as 
residents will benefit from the 
introduction of a new compute- 
rised tourist information system, 
according a Tourism Ministry 
statement. Through French cultu- 
ral aid, the Ministry of Tourism 
received this system, including 
equipment and training, by which 
visitors at the airport, hotels or 
tourist sites will obtain informa- 
tion about Jordan on a little 
screen- Minitel connected through 
the telephone communication 
system to a central computer 
based at the Ministry of Tourism. 

By dialing Telephone No. 
613101, screen owners will have 
access to the information data- 


. /formation on -touristic- sites, -ser- 
*“ vices and facilities- The informa- 
tion mil be constantly being up- 
dated and revised by the Market- 
ing Dept, at the ministry, the 
statement said. 

This system-Telematique is 
widely used in France. Other 
similar systems are used m Euro- 
pean countries such as Prestel in 
the United Kingdom, the state- 
ment added. 

In the next few months, screens 
will be made available at hotels in 
Amman, Aqaba, and Petra as 
well as the tourist centres and 
airports. 

This project will be inaugu- 
rated under the patronage of 
Their Excellencies the Jordanian 
and the French ministers of tour- 
ism on Feb. 1, at the Regency 
Palace Hotel. 


Olympic training courses to be held in Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — Secretary General of the Jordanian Olympic 
Committee Abdullah Abu Nuwwar Tuesday returned home after 
representing Jordan in meetings held in Bangkok between the 
Olympic committees secretaries general and director of the 
International Olympic Solidarity Committee. In an arrival state- 
ment, Mr. Abu Nuwwar said that -participants decided to hold 
three training courses in Jordan covering basketball, table tennis 
and preparation of sport leaders. He added that the committee 
also agreed to bold 12 local and regional training courses, daring 
the period from 1993 to 1996. Every year, two local training 
courses will be held in Jordan while a third, a regional one, will be 
held elsewhere with Jordan participating. The committee also 
allocated $150,000 to hold courses aimed at preparing prominent 
players, aged between 15 and 20 years, to take part in the 
Olympic Games, which will be held in Atlanta in 1996. Mr. Abu 
Nuwwar added that Jordan will also take part in annual courses 
tor the training of trainers. The duration of each course is six 
months. Moreover, Jordan will get a scholarship to participate in 
a skating course to be held in Japan. The Japanese Olympic 
Com mi ttee will cover costs of the Jordanian scholar. The Olympic 
Solidarity Committee groups 170 national Olympic committees, 
including 38 Asian national committees. The committee allocates 
$15 million a year, of which $6.5 million are allocated to Asian 
Olympic committees. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


’ Art exhibition by Her Royal Highness Princess Wydan and 
Italian amba s sad or to Jordan Franco de Courten at Abdul 
Hameed Shaman Foundation Gallery — 10 a.m. • 5 pjn. 
Exhibition of the activities of the Goethe Institute in Amman at 
the institute, Jabal Amman. 

Exhibition of paintings fry Aha Sfaanti Amours at Aha Art 
Gallery. 


Arabic play entitled 
Centre — 8 p.m. 


‘Gdgamesh” at the Royal Cultural 


SEMINAR 

Seminar, in Arabic, on the political parties law at the Royal 
Cidtanri Centre — 6 pan. 


Lecture in French, entitled “Paul Gaugin (on la Colour en 
Uberte” by Noel Favrefifere at the French Cultural Centre — 
6 p.m. 


Engineers call off scheduled strike 


By 


Jordan Times 
Reporter 


Staff 


AMMAN — Thanks to last 
minute efforts by Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
his pledge that all engineers 
will be given fair treatment in 
appointment and salary mat- 
ters, a nationwide strike that 
would have started today has 
been averted. 

Jordan Engineers Associa- 
tion (JEA) Secretary General 
Hatem Bisbtawi told the Jor- 
dan Times that there will be no 
strike by the estimated 1.500 
engineers now that the prime 
minister has promised them a 
fair solution to their problems. 

He said that the JEA was 
serving notice to the engineers 
through advertisements in the 
press that the scheduled strike 
has been called off in light of 
the pledges from the prime 
minister. 

An estimated 1,500 en- 
gineers held a four hour sit-in 
outside the Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing Sunday to 
protest continuing salary ine- 
quities and demanded that all 
engineers be given fair treat- 
ment. They also threatened to 


stage a strike Wednesday 
should their demands remain 
unheeded. 

JEA President Ismail Breiw- 
ish and board members called 
at the Prime Ministry Tuesday 
and discussed the demands 
with Sharif Zeid in the pre- 
sence of his deputies. Minister 
of Education Thouqan A1 Hin- 
dawi and Minister of Transport 
AJi Suheimat as well as Minis- 
ter of State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs Ibrahim lzzeddin and 
Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Saad Hayel Surour. 

Sharif Zeid listened to the 
grievances of the engine res and 
took note of complaints about 
alleged different treatment by 
the government of engineers in 
terms of slaries following the 
amendments to the Civil Ser- 
vice Commission regulations in 
1988. 

Mr. Breiwish demanded that 
all engineers, whether 
appointed to work for govern- 
ment ministries before or after 
the amendment of the regula- 
tions had taken effect and re- 
gardless of the years an en- 
gineer had spent to get his 
degree, be treated equally. He 
noted that the present difficult 
economic conditions in the 


Kingdom were making life dif- 
ficult for engineers as well as 
everyone else. 

The prime minister said that 
told the JEA board that the 
Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing had already sent a 
memorandum to the govern- 
ment calling for an amendment 
to the Civil Service Commis- 
sion regulations in a manner 
that would achieve equality in 
appointment for all engineers. 

The government is giving 
due concern to the matter and 
is concerned with adopting a 
unified allowance system Shar- 
if Zeid Said. It has referred the 
whole matter to the Legislation 
Bureau at the Prime Ministry 
to draw up a draft for such a 
system before farther action 
towards its application can be 
taken, the prime minister 
noted. 

With reference to a demand 
by the JEA that the govern- 
ment should offer equal treat- 
ment in salaries retroactively, 
the prime minister said that 
although the constitution does 
not allow such a procedure, 
separate cases concerning a 
few engineers could be ex- 
amined in a manner that would 
respect laws and regulations. 


Sharif Zeid also said that the 
government was determined to 
treat all employees fairly and it 
realises the difficult circumst- 
ances facing the country and 
the engineers. 

He urged the engineers and 
all concerned parties to 
cooperate and share the re- 
sponsibility to help the country 
overcome the present difficult 
situation it is in. 

The engineers said that gov- 
ernment employed engineer 
used to get a JD 30 a month 
allowance every three years as 
an inflation allowance plus a 
fixed percentage for his repec- 
tive technical expertise. They 
said that these allowances were 
halted in a decision taken in 
19S7. 

The JEA is now hoping that 
all such matters and grievances 
be settled fairly and it finds 
new hope in the prime minis- 
ter's promises, said Mr. Bish- 
tawi. 

In a reply to the prime minis- 
ter. Mr. Breiwish voiced the 
JEA appreciation of the gov- 
ernment’s efforts to settle the 
dispute. He also promised that 
the engineers will do all they 
can to serve their country and 
nation. 



-ANNIVERSARY BASH -^//fbe Amman 
Marriott Hotel Sunday celebrated- its 10th 
anniversary with a grand reception to which the 
hotel's general manager, Francis Keenan, invited 
prominent Jordanian and foreign businessmen. 


members of diplomatic missions in Jordan’, repre- 
sentatives of travel and tourist offices, jounyijjsts 
and other dignitaries. Above. Mr. and Mrs. 
Keenan welcome guests to the grand reception. 


Frost damaging water pipes and meters, car 
engines also affected, officials report 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The present 
spell of cold wave and the frost 
affecting the country is disrupting 
water supplies within the Amman 
Governorate. damaging pipes 
and uncovered water meters, the 
Water Authority of Jordan 
(WAJ) said in a statement Tues- 
day. 

No less than 400 lines reaching 
subscribers within the Amman 
region and 5,000 water meters are 
being damaged because of the 
cold on a daily basis, said the 
WAJ statement. 

The unexpected cold wave 
which is affecting all regions of 
Jordan has caused particular 
damage to the meters and the 
pipes at night or in the early 
morning hours when the water 
tends to freeze with below zero 
temperatures. 

The Meteorology Department 
recorded minus 3 degrees Celsius 
at night in Amman, but reports 
said other regions witnessed even 
lower temperatures, reaching 
minus 10 degrees Celsius in the 
south. 

The WAJ said that it would 
have to take further precautions 
with regard to meters to prevent 
any recurrence of damage. 

According to the WAJ state- 
ment, the earlier cold wave which 
followed the snowstorm ca used- 
damage to some 50,000 water 
meters in Jordan and broke 
numerous pipes, disrupting water 
supplies. 

The statement urged citizens to 


cover the meters and keep them 
in closed boxes or wrap them in 
cloth for protection from the 
cold. 

The cold spell, which is ex- 
pected by the Meteorology De- 
partment to end Wednesday, was 
also reported to have caused 
damages to crops in the Jordan 
Valley. 

Meanwhile, two specialists at 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS). said that many cars did 
not work in Amman and other 
cities in the early hours of the 


past few days because the water 
in the radiator had frozen. 

Dr. Najeh Akeel and engineer 
Rida Qadoumi said that the be- 
low zero temperatures were caus- 
ing a freezing of the water in the 
radiators, making it impossible to 
turn on the engine. They wanted 
that repeated attempts to Stan 
the car would cause severe dam- 
age to the engine. 

They also said that the anti- 
freeze liquids, whether imported 
or locally produced, are ineffec- 
tive and do not help start the 
engines. 


Commission 
calls for 
protection of 
Jerusalem 

AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Mahmoud A] Sharif 
Sunday returned home from 
Morocco after taking part in the 
meetings of the Jerusalem Com- 
mission and the Arab foreign 
ministers, which were held in 
Marakesh under the chair- 
manship of King Hassan II of 
Morocco. 

In an arrival statement, Mr. 
Sharif said the meetings were 
positive and useful. He added 
that the meetings provided an 
opportunity for participating 
ministers to exchange views with 
King Hassan on the best methods 
for making the Arab voice heard, 
how to activate the role of the 
United Nations Security Council 
in -shaping the emerging new 
world order and laying down 
sc ’■ ' foundations for a just peace. 

Mr. Sharif added that Arab 
foreign ministers discussed with 
King Hassan his forthcoming visit 
to the United States, which will 
take place at the end of this 
month, to attend the Security 
Council meetings that will be held 
at the summit level. 

The parties also discussed the 
multilateral peace talks which 
started in Moscow Tuesday. 

Mr. Sharif also said that he 
took pan in the meeting of the 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence’s Jerusalem Commission, 
which King Hassan heads. The 
committee emphasised the Arab 
identity of Jerusalem and re- 
jected any call for eliminating it 
from the peace talks. The com- 
mittee also condemned the 
Judaisation of the city, the escala- 
tion of settlements and the 
oppressive measures practised 
against its people. 


iraqfiJtordanian Land Transport Co. 
Tender Mo. 2/92 

SspptyOf TOO Heavy Doty Truck Tractors 

9 

The iraqi-Jordanian Land Transport Co. invites in- 
terested suppliers to bid for the supply of 100 heavy 
duty, truck tractors. A copy of terms, conditions and 
techowai.specifications can be bought from company’s 
main offices in Jabal Amrm.n opposite to the Tunisian 
Embassy during official working hours (8:00-14:00) 
excluding Fridays and official holidays starting from 
Thursday 30/1/1992. 

[Closing date for accepting offers is Thursday 
£1280 HRS), 27/2/1992. 

Dr. Shaker Mahadin 
Director General 


TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT 
Jordanian-Syrian Land Transport Co. 

Invites . 

Contractors to participate in tender No. 4/92 for supply of spare parts for its 
Mercedes trucks type (L&LS 2624) as per part numbers and quantities attached 
with terms of tender. 

Contractors wishing to bid for tender can obtain copies of tender documents from 
the company in Jabal Al Hussein— behind Ministry of Health — Opposite AI Fadel 
Ibn Abbas Mosque — Amman for a non-refundable fee of JD 160.000 (one - 
hundred and sixty Jordan dinars) per a copy, bearing official documents proving 
their registration in records of trading agents. 

Offers should be submitted not later than 2:30 p.m. (local Jordan time) 
on Sunday March 1st. 1992. 

Chairman/General Manager 
Hisham Asfour 



MINISTRY IH PI Bl ir MORIL'i A HOCXINt. 
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Ministry of Public Works fr Housing 
Government Tenders Directorate 
General Tenders announcement. Invitation to 
Tenders No. (33, 34/92) 

Local contractors classified in the field of buildings Classification Grade First or Second 
and international contractors in the same field and classification who are interested in 
participating in this tender are requested to contact the government Tenders Directorate 
at the Ministry of Public Works and Housing, Amman, Jordan, to receive tender documents 
starting from 27/1/1992 and in accordance with the following terms: 


Tender No. 


(33/92) 


Description 


1. Construction of Al-Nozha/Al-Zarqa Comp. 
Boys School area (3363)m 2 

2. Construction of Al-Ghweriah/Al Zarqa 
Comp. Boys School area (3343)m 2 . 

3. Construction of AI-Olemat/AI-Mafraq Comp. 
Girls School area (SSSSJin 2 . 


Cast Date For 
Submission Of 
Tenders 
27/2/1992 
Thursday 


(34/92) 


3/3/1992 


1. Construction of Al-Taftia Comp. Girls School 
area (2830) m 2 . 

2. Construction of Joza Comp. Girls School/Irbid 
area (2497)m\ 

3. Construction of Aye Comp. Girls School area 

■ (3020)m 2 . 

a. The project is partially financed by a Japanese loan. 

b. Work load will be considered in awarding. 

c. Each tender price is JD 200 and is non-refundable. 

d. Last date for purchase of tender documents is February 16, 1992. 

e. Offers shall be submitted to the Government Directorate before 13:30 local time on ‘ 

mentioned date. ^ 


Chairman, Central Tenders CommHw 
Government Tenders Directorate 
Eng. Basheer Al Jaghbee^ 
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Hope for Day Two 


WHILE it is still premature to judge the Moscow multilateral 
peace talks one way or another in view of the fact that the first day 
was largely ceremonial and rhetorical, there is nevertheless no 
escape from the conclusion that the absence of Syria, Lebanon and 
the Palestinians from the conference wiH dampen any initial 
expectations that the gathering is off to a good start. The Syrian 
boycott of the 40- nation meeting was rather expected because of 
Damascus’ long-held views that progress in the Arab- Israeli peace 
negotiations must precede the discussion of regional issues. But the 
refhsal to accommodate the Palestinian delegation and give it an 
opportunity to speak out on regional concerns was something that 
cannot be described except as a big s etb ack. After aD, the 
Palestinian decision to participate in the Moscow peace parity me 
not taken lightly or without great misgnrflgg&. T^WgMf tfcfr 
Palestinian side for its wise and enfightened vcrtttdfai favour of tte 
Moscow forum by splitting hairs once again on where the members 
of the Palestinian team crane Dram and at the end refusing them 
entry because of that is a step backward. 

As for the coo toils of the discourses offered by most of the 
non-Arab participants, one also notices that they were indeed long 
on the virtues of peace, on which we afl agree, but short on 
emphasis of the root causes of the conflict in the Middle East, the 
core of which is of coarse the Palestinian problem. To bear one 
distinguished speaker after the other fist the benefits of regional 
peace and cooperation without directly and explic i tly that 

lofty ideal to the need for Israeli withdrawal was a disappointment, 
to say the least. In this context, it was no surprise to see the Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy skip completely the reference to U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 242 and 338 as sine qua non for 
regional harmony and development. But to hear other speakers 
echoing similar sentiments in complete isolation from the heart of 
the matter in the Middle East cmdd only lend weight to the 
rationale of those parties which decided to stay away from the 
Moscow conference, including the UiN., and also undermine the 
conviction of the Arab countries that have opted to give its 
deliberations the benefit of the doubt. 

As the foreign minister. Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber, summed up the 
stnation in his speech yesterday, there is no way to realbe regional 
cooperation which we all want without addr ess i n g effectively the 
Palestinian problem. It is one thing to deal with the two sets of 
issoes concurrently or in parallel, which Jordan accepts, and quite 
another to divorce them from one another, as seems the case tin 
now in the Russian capital. 

Another unholy separation also appeared on Day One of the 
meeting when one speaker after the other made faint or no 
reference at all to Israel’s massive nuclear capability as a source of 
instability and as a subject worthy of regional disarmament 
negotiations. Clearly there is no way that serious efforts to rid the 
area of destruction weapons can crane to fruition without the 
Inclusion of Israel’s midcar and thermonuclear arsenals in the 
package deal being contemplated for the Middle East. The nations 
of the region look for an enlightened sense of security and stability 
based on multilateral disarmament, balanced development based 
on reducing the gap between the haves and the have-nots and 
pluralistic democracy to assure long term domestic peace and 
stability. 

Maybe Day Two of the Moscow multilateral conference wdl be 
more fruitful and productive than the first. We are not in too much 
burry to see results in one day, but we are eager to see the talks 
proceed ou the right course, right away. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily echoed Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker’s statement at a meeting with Parliament that Jordan's 
participation in the peace talks is totally based on the concept of 
implementing U.N. Security Council Resolution 242. This state- 
ment was a message directed to the Israeli government and to all 
the participants in the Moscow multinational talks, said the paper. 
What the prime mininster was keen to underline is the fact that 
Jordan can by no means accept any partial solutions or any 
separate treaty with the Israelis as it strives to see ail Arab lands 
occupied since 1967 liberated, the paper said. It said that the 
restoration of Arab lands and rights ursurped in the 1967 war is a 
prerequisite for the attainment of peace based on justice; if Israel 
persisted in its stand of rejecting Arab just demands, any talk 
about agreements over water, the environment and other matters 
would be futile and unacceptable. Jordan's participation in the 
Moscow talks, the paper said, is designed to sound the atmos- 
phere and the initial steps and not to embark on meaningful 
negotiations before concrete progress is achieved at the bilateral 
talks, the paper explained. Unless Israel makes it clear to the 
international community that it is serious in pursuing the path of 
just peace and end its arrogance and injustices it is practicing 
against the Palestinians, and unless the Washington biiaterals 
achieve a headway, the paper said, there can be no hope of 
working out any agreement in Moscow. 


SAWT AL SHAAB daily echoed the same views, noting that 
Jordan's participation in the Moscow parely came after a careful 
study of the world situation and developments on the political 
scene. The paper said that Jordan reiterated that the multination- 
al conference can by no means serve as a substitute for the 
bilateral talks and. unless the Israelis show willingness to accept 
the international legitimacy and implement U.N. resolutions, 
there can be no hope for the Moscow parly to achieve any fruitful 
results. The paper said that Jordan, which had been seeking an 
international conference on the Middle East conflict, saw in the 
Moscow parley a good chance to present the Arab case and enlist 
the other nations of the world's help to resolve the conflict. Israel, 
as is known to all. does not want a just peace and shuns U.N. 
resolutions while continuing its drive to build more settlements on 
Arab land, but the Arabs have a duty to present the facts before 
the world and make Israel face the moment of truth, saj’d the 
daily. The paper said that Arab countries coordination at such an 
important parley is of vita! importance so as to win backing from 
the world community for Arab just rights. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. AbdaBa Malfcf 



The need for bank mergers 


A seminar on “banking merger” was organised by the Union of 
Arab bank in Amman this week; The seminar discussed this 
issue in its general context but the emphasis was, of course, on 
mergers in the Arab framework. The implicit conception was that 
mergers among Arab banks are warranted on two major counts: 
First, to remedy a presumed state of overbanking and second, to 
address the cases of troubled banks which may develop into 
full-fledged failures. 

When it comes to overbanking, the scientific approach to this 
issue necessitates that we start by measuring the level of banking 
to determine how much a certain country is overbanked (or even 
underbanked). And, naturally, there must be a unified and 
acceptable yardstick to measure the degree of banking. Such a 
yardstick is missing not only at the pan-Arab level but also at the 
domestic one! 

Now the absence of a yardstick is a procedural or methodolo- 
gical issue but we have still a more problematic aspect of the issue 
of overbanking that relates to substance. Even if we find, after 1 
scientific scrutiny, that a country is overbanked, will it be right to 
remedy this “oddity” through mergers? The crucial point here is 
that overbanking is a product of the market economy. Centrally- 
planned economies do not allow it to rise in the first place, let 
apart permitting it to grow. Therefore, overbanking will have. 


first, to be accepted and, second, to be left to market forces to 
tackle it if we want to adhere to the teachings of market economy. 
To our mind, the best stance central banks can take here is to 
devise a policy of effective incentives that allure bank mergers. 
What constitutes an “effective" bundle of incentives and what 
does not, is an irrelevant question because any system of 
incentives that fails to allure mergers must be deemed as 
ineffective, and thereafter, should be immediately changed, no 
matter what it says. 

The second major plausible justification for mergers among 
hanifg is the case of faltering banks. The idea is that if we put two 
weak banking units together, we may get one strong unit. But 
there is, of course, no guarantee that we do not end up with one 
bigger weak unit. 

Another situation is the case where we want merger to take 
place between a strong bank and a weak one on the assumption 
that the former will rescue the latter. Again, there is no guarantee 
that the weak bank will not end up tanking the healthy one. 
However, assuming that it will not, this process obviously entails a 
cost — the strong bank will have to be rewarded for undertaking 
snefa a risky job. Now the crucial question is who is going to foot 
the bill? If the answer is the treasury, as is normally the case, 
decision-makers must be sure in advance that this is nationally 


and politically acceptable. The case where mergers are conceived 
to take place among strong banking units is not relevant for the 
sake of formulating banking or economic policies because these 
units will independently take the decision to merge if merger 
serves their interests. 


In summation, the worst possibility is to impose merger on 
banks; this will heal a problem only to create new problems. Even 
in the exceptional cases where a banking unit is. exposed to the 
danger of bankruptcy or liquidation, the imposition of merger 
entails underwriting its expenses from the taxpayer money. 
Otherwise, the monetary authorities will not be entitled to decree 
the whole process (except when the economy is to be run by the 
power of martial law). In effect, this underwriting means 
purchasing the ailing banking unit by the treasury. 

It might be high time for us in Jordan and in Arab countries 
with market economies to start to accept the verdict of the market 
forces with regard to ailing banking units, even if such a verdict 
means the liquidation or bankruptcy of these units. The interests 
of the small depositors must be catered to through a modern 
system of deposit insurance. The right point of departure here b 
not to waste time planning mergers, but building and articulating 
that system. 


Abu Jaber; Security is founded upon 


the inner stability of nation-states 


The Palestinian problem lies at the heart of the Arab- Israeli conflict 


Following is the address made by 
Jordanian Foreign Minister 
Kuad Abu Jaber at the multi- 
AMHt tails on AeftfidHfe East in 
Mbseow, Tuesday, Jhn. 28. 1992. 


THE PEACE CONFERENCE 
HELD IN Madrid, on Oct. 30, 
1991, was a watershed in the 
troubled history of our region, 
where the hopes of the peoples of 
the Middle East for security and 
progress were rekindled and we 
embarked, together, on the long 
and difficult path to peace and 
prosperity. Our presence today in 
Moscow, testifies to the enduring 
nature of our commitment to 
those ideals. Now, representa- 
tives of tire parties to the process, 
its co-sponsors, and states from 
other regions of the world are 
gathered to put the peace process 
on a regional footing. This is a 
development that Jordan wel- 
comes, and we take this oppor- 
tunity to state again our commits- 
ment to peace, and to pledge', 
once more, all our efforts, re- 
sources and experience to the 
attainment of that noble goal. 

The possibility of resolving one 
of the most intractable disputes in 
.the world, is a chance which must 
not be wasted. We have the 
opportunity to elaborate, and 
adopt measures to realise, a con- 
ceptual structure for the most 
vital issues in the Middle East 
today: regional security, econo- 
mic development, the refugee 
issue and humanitarian concerns, 
water, energy and the protection 
of the environment. Within such 
a framework, inter-state and 
ethnic or religious conflicts can be 
more easily and peacefully re- 
solved, and the way will be open 
for all members of the Middle 
East community to employ their 
natural and human resources in 
cooperation and harmony rather 
than in competition and conflict. 
The consequences of failure 
would be extremely serious, espe- 
cially in view of the grave perils 
inherent in the. political economy 
of despair and the availability of 
weapons of mass destruction and 
their means of delivery. Every 
state in the region, and beyond, 
will be vulnerable to dangers 
beyond imagining. 


One may wonder whether 
effective security arrangements 
can be made there while there are 
unresolved conflicts, in which 
some states are, in theory, at war 
with others, or do not recognise 
the right of others to exist; or 
while there are large communities 
with no defined national status, 
which cannot be expected to 
accept responsibilities without 
rights. We certainly have no illu- 
sions about the complexity of the 
issues that face us. We are con- 
scious of the difficulties involved 
in the enterprise of reconciling 
political differences in a non- 
political framework; how, in ess- 
ence to achieve security if there b 
no peace, and how to achieve 
peace if there is no security. The 
way out of this dilemma is surely 
to work along parallel lines, in- 
tegrating peace and security into 
a regional framework which both 
establishes the bases on which 
peace can be achieved, and cre- 
ates the conditions in which it can 
be securely maintained. 

This conference has been con- 
vened in conformity with the 
principles of the U.N. Charter to 
uphold the provisions of interna- 
tional law, and to protect its 
legitimacy. At the heart of the 
Arab- Israeli conflict is a cardinal 
principle of international law: the 
non-admissibility of acquisition of 
territory by war. Jordan has al- 
ways maintained that the basis of 
an equitable and sustainable 
peace must stem from the U.N. 
Charter, and must uphold the will 
of the international community, 
embodied in U.N. Security COun- 
til resolutions 242 and 338, call- 
ing for toe exchange of territory 
for peace while safeguarding the 
security of all states in the region, 
including Israel. 

We would like to have seen 
Palestinians from outside the 
occupied territories as well as 
those from East Jerusalem repre- 
sented here today. After all, this 
conference deals with regional 
problems beyond the reach of 
those living in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Their presence in the bilateral 
talks is of great relevance since 
these deal with measures to 
establish the interim self- 
government authority. Such an 


arrangement, however, cannot be 
logically and practically expected 
to a dd r ess problems such os (hat 
■of the te&ges, most of whom 
live otftthfe their homeland. 

Without the presence of di- 
aspora Palestinians, this confer- 
ence cannot reach any reasonable 
solutions to the problems of the 
region: water, disarmament, re- 
gional development and the en- 
vironment. 

Israel cannot demand recogni- 
tion while at the same time 
absolving itself from its historic 
responsibility towards the Palesti- 
nian people. We in Jordan, can- 
not be made to shoulder the 
responsibility of the diaspora 
Palestinians. 

Experience has taught us that a 
complex peace process requires 
politicaj will and good faith from 
all parties to the negotiations. It 
cannot, then, make sense for 
Israel to violate international law 
by building new settlements 'in 
the occupied territories and ex- 
panding existing ones, while the 
future status of the land in ques- 
tion is being negotiated. The sta- 
tus of Jerusalem varies in the 
minds of different peoples. Israel, 
for instance, speaks of a Jeru- 
salem that encompasses one fifth 
of the West Bank, while the 
world at large thinks of It simply 
as the walled Holy City, a meet- 
ing place of the shrines of the 
three great monotheistic reli- 
gions. We in Jordan understand 
its status in the context of the 
United Nations Security Council 
resolution 242 as an integral part 
of the occupied territories. Tire 
Holy City is the symbol, and 
essence of peace in the region: A 
city beyond political exigency, 
that could serve as a spiritual and 
pragmatic model for conflict re- 
solution. But peace can never be 
ensured unless the supremacy of 
international law is upheld. Arab 
sovereignty over East Jeruslam 
must therefore be restored within 
the context of an inter-faith 
agreement, guaranteeing free ac- 
cess to the religious shrines of 
worshippers of all faiths. Only 
then, can Jerusalem serve once 
more, as a shining example, to 
the rest of the world, of what can 
be achieved when true peace is 
the objective of nations. 


Brute force should never be an 
acceptable means for the settle- 
ment of disputes. Rather, inter- 
national law and the will of the 
in ternati onal community, applied 
with integrity and consistency, 
are the only viable bases for the 
regulation of conduct between 
sovereign states. It has always 
been Jordan's tradition to act 
accordingly. His Majesty King 
Hussein expressed this very clear- 
ly in his address to the European 
Parliament at Strasbourg on Sept. 
11, 1991, on which occasion he 
said: “Power ... most be identi- 
fied with a sense of responsibility 
and the strictest adherence to 
lofty principles and ideals ... wars 
must be averted ... weapons of 
mass destruction must be control- 
led and eventually eliminated.'* 

How can anyone truly calculate 
and comprehend the impact of 
the suffering mfliaed upon, the 
innocent victims, the. civilian 
populatiou' , and the children like 
those of Palestine and Iraq? ‘ * 

' Many of bur problems with 
which we must contend are inter- 
national. It is the intention of the 
Jordanian delegation to seek in 
these meetings tire adoption of an 
agenda which will address, at die 
same time, the inter-connected 
and related problems of security, 
peace, humanitarian concerns 
and economic disparties. We do 
not believe that it is possible to 
have peace while an arms race 
escalates and the quest for 
strategic domination intensifies. 

Nor can economic cooperation, 
trade and investment be tackled 
without reference to the issues of 
water resources, demography and 
the endemic problem of inde- 
btedness. Without peace and sta- 
bility neither humanitarian con- 
cerns nor democratic practices 
can take root and develop. In 
short, the states of the Middle 
East , need security and regional 
cooperation mechanisms that 
address their problems in other 
than military terms. 

Jordan has a special interest in 
seeking inter-regional and inter- 
national structures for peace and 
cooperation. There is a gross 
imbalance between the political 
role which Jordan has played in 
the past, and which it is being 
asked to play in the present and 


future, and between its financial 
and economic capabilities; dep- 
rived of natural resources on the 
one band, and of natural markets 
and trading partnerships on the 
other, Jordan has had to shoulder 
the integration of successive 
waves of refugees, returnees and 
other migrants. We are proud to 
have sustained our humanitarian 
tradition, in spite of an over- 
burdened economy in an unstable 
region. But the short-term cost of 
the rehabilitation of the recent 
300,000 returnees, estimated at 
$4 J billion, is too high for Jordan 
to absorb. Jordan's needs are not 
simply for credits, loans, sub- 
sidies and grants; our most urgent 
need is for new arrangements 
which will take the pressure off 
our society and economy: 


collective effort. The develop- 
ment of common interests will 
serve as a solid foundation for t&e 
institutional framework envis- 
aged for the administration of 
regional security and coopera- 
tion. We believe that the Helsinki 
process provided a sound prece- 
dent for the purpose of addres- 
sing humanitarian issues where 
people count. 


Security, therefore, is not 
simply a question of arms control, 
nuclear non-proliferation agree- 
ments, and so on.. Security is 
founder upon tire inner stability 
of nation-states. 


This inner stability can only be 
achieved when there is a healthy 
relationship between government 
and governed, when basic human 
needs are guaranteed and legally 
protected, when governments are 
able to provide the resources 
necessary to achieve a decent 
standard of living for alL It is 
regrettable, in our view, that this 
wider concept of security has not, 
in the past, been understood or 
accepted by many. The division 
of wealth and capita] into non- 
productive and dangerous activi- 
ties, such as military escalation, 
deprives the whole region of the 
investments which it needs. With 
the adoption of this concept of 
security and greater cooperation 
between states, such as the one 
we seek, to lay the foundations 
for the future, the material dis- 
parties that currently undermine 
the security of many of the states 
of the region, will be eliminated. 

It would be discriminatory as 
well as self-defeating to exclude 
certain countries from the be- 
nefits flowing from the peace 
dividend of the regional approach 
to economic development and 
reconstruction. 

Jordan recognises that peace- 
making ultimately depends on 


We, therefore, view a coopera- 
tive, global framework for the 
resolution of our interconnected 
regional problems — a confer- 
ence on security and cooperation 
for the Middle East — as the 
structure most likely to yield last- 
ing resolutions, satisfactory to all. 

We believe that such a model 
can eliminate the political eco- 
nomy of despair, and proride a 
route to deraocratisation. free- 
dom of expression, human rights. 
The alternative, political eco- 
nomy of peace, security and prog* 
resfe; proposals for a regional 
development fund, a debt sinking 
fund, and a regional development 
and reconstruction bank have 
already been made. A regional 
mechanism, to regulate and su- 
pervise arms control as well as a 
regional water regime, should be 
considered. Collective effort, 
facilitated by communication and 
cooperation in the face of com- 
mon challenges, is the key to 
success in these areas. 


In conclusion, it is the sincere 
hope of the Jordanian delegation 
that we shall be able to look at 
our problems objectively and dis- 
passionately, that we shall be able 
to overcome prejudiced and con- 
frontational points of view, and 
that we shall have the courage to 
make difficult even when they 
appear to upset previously 
accepted notions and positions. 
We must be prepared to enter 
into the process, with our minds 
fixed firmly upon the future, and 
not the post; to make our choices, 
not for the exigencies of a given 
moment, but for the viability of 
all our tomorrows. 

For only then can peace, secur- 
ity and prosperity in the Middle 
East be guaranteed, and only 
then will the generations to come 
judge our endeavours as worthy 
of our ideals. 


Territory, security and peace are core 


elements of peace between Arabs and Israel 


Baker urges prompt engagement 


in Mideast peace negotiations 


Following is the address made by 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker before the organisational 
meeting for the multilateral nego- 
tiations on the Middle East in 
Moscow Tuesday, Jan. 28, 1992. 


Foreign Minister Kozyrev, 
distinguished delegates, 

■ Less than three months ago* 
history was made in Madrid. 
There, in an unprecedented 
gathering, Israel and its Arab 
neighbours sat directly across the 
table from one another. Im- 
mediately after, bilateral negotia- 
tions began: between Israel and 
Lebanon, Israel and Syria, and 
Israeli and a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation. 

We have now witnessed three 
rounds of bilateral negotiations in 


as many months. In every case, 
the parties are engaging on sub- 
stantive issues. And even when 
the parties are seemingly bogged 
down in procedural wrangles, 
they re for the most part the 
ones who are sorting them out. 
resolving their problems in face- 
to-face negotiations. 

I do not mean to suggest we are 
satisfied with all that has trans- 
pired or naive about the hurdles 
and challenges that tie ahead. As 
I said in Madrid, we must crawl 
before we can walk and we must 
walk before we can run. We are 
not running, and there are those 
who would say that we are not 
even walking. But we are mov- 
ing, and that is key, for all the 
potentially good ideas and formu- 
las for peace count for little in the 


absence of an agreed upon pro- 
cess to engage them. And such a 
process of direct engagement — a 
process designed to lead to com- 
prehensive peace on the basis of 
United Nations Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338 — is now 
well underway. 


We meet here today in newly 
independent and newly democra- 
tic Russia. I find it hard to im- 
agine any setting being more fit- 
ting. As recently as a few years 
ago, few would have even dared 
to dream that Russia would be 
going through the profound 
transformation we are now wit- 
nessing. This should tell us some- 
thing; simply put, where there is 
vision and where there is cour- 
age, there is also possibility mid 
promise. 


We have gathered to explore 
new possibilities for the Middle 
East. As you alf know, the invita- 
tion to the Madrid conference 
stated that those parties who 
wished to attend multilateral 
negotiations would convene two 
weeks after the opening of the 
conference to organise those 
negotiations. Well, I am afraid 
we are a bit late. But it is my hope 
— and it should be our deter- 
mination — that what we are 
embarking upon today mil prove 
to have been well worth waiting 
for. 


spite the political issues that cur- 
rently divide governments and 
peoples, there are real ties that 
bind the peoples of the Middle 
East together. They breathe the 
same air, drink The same water, 
are vulnerable to the same dis- 
eases, and have all suffered from 
the very tragic costs of war. 


What is it that we are here to 
begin? We are here to organise 
ourselves in preparation for a 
process that with time will 
address issues common to all the 
peoples of the Middle East. De- 


!t is for these reasons that we 
have come together — to address 
those issues that are common to 
the region and that do not neces- 
sarily respect national or geog- 
raphic boundaries . These issues 
can best be addressed by the. 
concerted efforts of regional par- 
ties together with the support of 
the international community and 
the resources and expertise that it 
can provide. 

Let me take this opportunity to 


make something dear. What we 
are embarking upon here in Mos- 
cow is in no way a substitute for 
what we are trying to promote in 
the bilateral negotiations. Only 
the bilateral talks can address gnf l 
one day resolve the basic issues of 
territory , security and peace 
wtoai the parties have identified 
as the core elements of a lasting 
and comprehensive peace be- 
tween Israel and its Arab neigh- 
bours. 

But it is also true that these 
bilateral negotiations do not take 
place in a vacuum,* and that the 
condition of the region at large 
will affect them. In short, the. 
multilateral talks are intended as 
a complement to the bilateral 


i\ 


r 


;s 

.i 


Kl 


(Continued 


<w page 5) 









-V-— _XTT.:-vjEir 








JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29, 1992 




^ Israel gains in 
J Mideast peace talks 
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By Jack Redden 

Reuter 




| JERUSALEM — Israeli and 
; Arab representatives sat down ■ 
57 : up together in Moscow on Tuesday - 
■:*- without a Palestinian in sight, the 
J “c. ' laws* in a series of gains for the - 
Jewish state since the start of . 
Middle East peace talks. 

“They viQ not be missed,” 

■\ Defence Minister -Mosbe Arens 
f said, dismissing the boycott by 
1 1 be Palestinian delegation to the . 
i Moscow talks. 

j “Tbe multilateral conference is 
* a conference "between govern- > 
? meats ... the Palestinians are not 
( a government and will not be ac 
? government,” he told reporters.,- 
The incident both underlined 
the Israeli government's view that 
. Palestinians will never be a nation" 
and demonstrated the extent to 
which the talks have suited Israel 
£ since starting in October. 

I While Palestinians increasingly 

V grumble about the lack of prog- 
t y ress in negotiations to end at least 

: some of the control of Israeli . 

•. occupation forces, Israel's initial ; 
fears that Middle East talks 
would lead to important com* 
c promises appear to have dissi - 

V pated. 

r- * The direct talks with Palesd- 
L* l mans, which are supposed to lead 
.£ to agreement by next October on 
;■ J* limited self-rule for the 1.75 Arab 
residents of the occupied West- : 
-r /Sank and Gaza Strip, are still; 

: . ; hogged down in procedural ques- 
' ■* tions. 

The Israelis and Palestinians' 

- met briefly in Madrid but ad- 
. . ’ journed when Israel insisted on a ' 
change of venue. When they re- 
' convened in Washington in De- 
, cember , the delegations never got 
. out of the lobby. 


They at least entered the meet- 
ing room in the last session in 
January, but adjourned again af- 
ter three days with the venue for 
the next meeting still in dispute. 

Now Israel has sat down to 
open the Moscow talks with Arab 
states that included Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia, even if Syria and 
Lebanon boycotted. The Palesti- 
nians fumed outside, excluded 
because the representatives they 
wanted were unacceptable to 
Israel. 

Israel’s goal for years had been 
to negotiate with surrounding 
Arab states while ignoring the' 
Palestinians. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


The Madrid peace conference 
last October was the first time 
Israel had negotiated with 
Palestinians living in areas cap- 
tured in the 1967 Middle East war 

— probably the main Palestinian 
achievement so far. 

But the Moscow talks, at 
Israeli insistence, have continued 
to exclude Palestinians refugees 
from the original 1948 conflict or 
Arab residents of East Jerusalem, 
which Israel annexed after its 
capture in 1967. 

The presence of Jerusalem 
Arabs could undermine Israeli 
claims of sovereignty while the 
presence of Palestinians from 
abroad would focus attention on 
Israel's ban on refugees returning 
to the homes they lost in earier 
wars. 

While subjects important to 
Palestinians are either sidelined 

— the refugee problem was drop- 
ped from the Moscow agenda 
after Israeli objections — or are 


bogged down in slow-moving dis- 
cussion, Israel can point to a 
series of diplomatic benefits. 

“We are approaching the end 
of Israel's international isola- 
tion,” Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir declared this week follow- 
ing the establishment of diploma- 
tic relations with China. 

Israel had made diplomatic ties 
die price of admission to Middle 
East peace talks — the same 
devk» .it used to secure the res- 
toration of ties with the Soviet 
Union just before the Madrid 
peace talks. 

“Now there are prospects of 
similar moves with India, Angola 
and other African states. In re- 
cent weeks, Russia resumed rela- 
tions with U.S. and the newly- 
mdependent republics are doing 
die same," said Mr. Shamir. 

Mr. Shamir, who vows never to 
relinquish an inch of land to 
Palestinians, had to be pushed 
into the talks by Washington but 
has now made continuation a 
centrepiece of his campaign for 
reelection later this year. 

Palestinians, in contrast, are 
deeply divided over the peace 
talks. Some opponents have 
turned to armed attacks on Jew- 
ish settlers while advocates 
appear on the defensive at the 
lade of progress. 

A Palestinian withdrawal from 
the peace talks could mean mis- 
sing the last opportunity to halt 
Mr. Shamir's drive to settle Jews 
on occupied land, a gradual 
annexation. 

Continuing means bargaining 
with Israel from a position of 
weakness, hoping talks will even- 
tually lead to Palestinians regain- 
ing some control over their occu- 
pied land. 


Baker urges engagement 


(Continued from page 4) 

negotiations; each can and will 
buttress the other. 

This is true for three reasons, 
first, multilateral negotiations on 
regional issues will send a power- 
ful signal that all parties are 
unequivocally committed to 
peace and reconciliation. 

Second, multilateral negotia- 
tions on regional issues will 
address on their own merits a 
range of regional problems crying 
out for resolution. There are 
pressing human problems — 
poverty, refugees, disease, and 
above all, the danger of war — 
that need to be addressed. It 
would be tragic and irresponsible 
to put these problems of real and 
profound human need on hold 
while waiting for peace to come. 

Third, multilateral negotiations 
on regional issues can begin to 
improve the lives of -people and 
create a basis for greater stability 
in the area. As progress is made, 
as tangible benefits emerge, a 
vision of what real peace might 
mean will also begin to emerge. 

Today, we will be hearing 
statements by delegations from 
the region and from others out- 
side the region. I would hope that 
everyone would take advantage 
of this opportunity to discuss how 
we can best approach the chal- 
lenges common to all who live or 
have a stake in the well-being of 
the Middle East. 

Tomorrow, we move from the 
conference hall to working 
groups where the important task 
of organising the discreet groups 
and determining how they will 
proceed will begin. The regional 
parties will have the primary re- 
sponsibility for setting the agen- 
das. The co-sponsors, along with 
the international community, are 
prepared to play an active sup- 
porting role. I would like to say 
just a few words about each of the 
five groups. 


Economic development 

For too long, the substantial 
human, natural and financial re- 
sources of the Middle East have 
not been utilised to their full 
potential. Military spending has 
crowded our development: intra- 
regional trade and investment has 
remained small: and external 
assistance flows have cultivated 
dependency more than growth. 

An economic development 
working group could begin to 
consider how this picture could 
be turned around by: (1) focusing 
the attention of interested parties 
on the urgent economic needs of 
the West Bank and Gaza; (2) 
assessing and considering job- 
creating regional infrastructure 
projects in energy, communica- 
tions and transportation; (3) by 
looking into the development of 
trade as an engine of economic 
growth and job creation; and (4) 
exploring the potential for ex- 
panding tourism in a climate of 
peace. We urge regional parties 
to be creative as they shape an 
appropriate work plan for this 
group. 

The environment 


From groundwater contamina- 
tion to oil spills. Middle Eastern 
countries face daunting environ- 
mental challenges which are 
mounting daily under the twin 
pressures of population growth 
and industrialisation. 

Initially, an environment work- 
ing group could be the catalyst for 
the exchange of scientific findings 
on the extent of shared environ- 
mental problems. The Gulf of 
Aqaba might be a good place to 
start. 

Over time, the group could 
expand to explore parallel or 
joint projects on the region's 
common problems ranging from 
preservation of archaeological 


Gaza — - the forgotten strip of land 


By Nidal M. Ibrahim 

Special to the Jordan Times 

GAZA — Riding in a service 
taxi on the road to Tel Aviv 
along the smoothly-paved, 
winding road, one can see hah 
green- farms -all around. Rows 
upon rows of plants and trees 
dot the countryside. 

As the taxi turns south and ‘ 
beads towards the occupied 
Gaza Strip, a remarkable 
transformation takes place. 
The sprinklers, spraying a gen- 
tle mist on the lush vegetation 
become a fading memory. 
Road signs directing traffic dis- 
appear. Potholes become fre- 
quent. Trash piles on the side 
of the roads are common. 

Welcome to Gaza. 

Although the peace process ; 
and the intifada have brought a 
greater awareness of the 
Palestinians and the occupa- 
tion, the Gaza Strip remains 
relatively obscure and poor. 
Most media coverage and re- 
ferences to the occupied terri- 
tories usually focus on the 
West Bank. 

“I think (Gaza) is an ignored 
satellite in the solar system,” 
says Yusra Barbari, chairper- 
son of the Palestine Women's 
Union in the Gaza Strip. “The 
West Bank differs from this \ 
situation because many jour- 
nalists visit Jerusalem and visit 


the West Bank. As a result, the 
West Bank gets help.” 

The feeling that Gaza has 
been forgotten is widely shared 
by residents of the 340- 
kilometre strip of land that 
hugs the Mediterranean coast 
and is home to about 800JXX) 
peofe. 

“It’s true," says Alia A1 Sha- 
wa, who runs a hotel that is 
frequented by journalists and 
diplomats. “They used to say 
that Gaza is forgotten by all 
the world and it's true.” 

Part of the reason for Gaza's 
isolation is its recent history. 
Controlled by Egypt after the 
1948 war that saw the breakup 
of Palestine, it was lost to 
Israel during the 1967 Middle 
East war. 

“After occupation, the rela- 
tionship between Gaza and 
Egypt was cut.," Ms. Barbari 
says. “Especially after Camp 
David, when Egypt started 
neglecting the services they 
offered to Gazans." 

The West Bank, on the 
other hand, has had a dose 
relationship with Jordan, even 
after the Israelis occupied it in 
the aftermath of the 1967 war. 

“Jordan plays a great role in 
following the situation in the 
West Bank," she says, “even 
after His Majesty King Hus- 
sein renounced the Kingdom's 
legal ties to die West Bank (on 


Aug. 1, 1988)." 

The West Bank has more 
place to grow, despite the ever- 
increasing land confiscations. 
The Gaza Strip, meanwhile, 
“is One of the most populated 
areas in the world without 
hinterland," says th& 68-year- 
okl Ms. Barbari. 

Despite the past neglect, the 
intifada forced the world to 
focus on the long-forgotten 
stretch of land. It was, afterall, 
in the Jabaliya Refugee Camp 
in Gaza that the intifada be- 
gan. 

It_ was the intifada that 
prompted — demanded — 
journalists to visit and cover 
theTraza Strip. It was through 
these reports that the world 
slowly became aware of the 
devastation, hopelessness and 
poverty rampant in Gaza. 

“Journalists who want to 
come here have to be courageous 
because when they come here, 
things happen," Ms. Barbari 
says. 

In addition to courage, jour- 
nalists have to contend with 
the Israeli occupation forces 
which restrict access to the 
area, and the strikes that have 
become a dally fact of life in 
the occupied territories. 

The feeling that the Gaza 
Strip has been forgotten is evi- 
dent even in the streets. Many 
Gaza inhabitants point to the 


intifada and the vastly reduced 
coverage it is receiving in the 
West and the world press. 

“A lot of things happen here 
we never see in the news," says 
Mohammad, 43. who runs a 
store that sells textiles and 
doths. .. . 

He complains that the death 
toll that is at times mentioned 
in the news no longer repre- 
sents the loss of human lives. It 
is, be says, amply a way to 
measure the cost, to the 
Palestinians, of the intifada 
without involving the emotion- 
al and human aspects of the 
death toll. 


Has the Gaza Strip, now that 
the intifada has more or less 
come to be viewed by the West 
as simply another outburst in 
the cycle of violence that has 
characterised the Israeli- 
Palestinian relationship, been 
forgotten? 

“Someway, somehow yes," 
said Sabah Ai Alami, an advo- 
cate in Gaza. 


The writer has recently rc~ 
turned from a week-long visit 
m the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 



A corner of Gaza City (Photo by Nidal Ibrahim) 


sites to waste disposal. Again, the 
agenda could be as expansive as 
the regional parties define. 

Water 

Assuring reliable supplies of 
this precious resource is a fun- 
damental security — as well as 
economic — challenge to all the 
regionalparties. especially in the 
arid, drought-prone conditions of 
the Middle East. 

A water working group could 
begin to explore the dimensions 
of this challenge, beginning with 
seminars to exchange forecasts of 
demand and available supply and 
teading over time to cooperative 
activities in the areas of water 
pricing and allocation policies, 
desalination techniques, and re- 
use of brackish water. Interested 
extra-regional parties could share 
expertise, technologies and re- 
sources. 

The issue of refugees 

Almost all of the conflicts that 
punctuate the history of the Mid- 
dle East have been the occasion 
of a substantial number of indi- 
viduals leaving their homes. 
Often, they have had to live for 
months or years in temporary, 
crowded camps. This experience 
is common to all too many of the 
region's peoples. It is not our 
objective to ascribe cause or attri- 
bute responsibility for the refugee 
problem. Rather, it is to see 
whether the parties of this region. 


helped by states from outside, 
can provide needed resources to 
improve the lot of these men, 
women and children. 

Arms control and regional 
' security 

The Gulf war was a vivid re- 
minder of just how destructive 
patterns of arms acquisition and 
production have and can become 
— undermining the very security 
they were intended to promote*. 
An arms control working group 
could begin to tackle this issue, 
but in z way that recognises the 
vital security interests at stake for 
all the parties of the region. 

In the first instance, we envi- 
sion offering the regional parties 
our thinking about potential 
approaches to arms control, 
drawing upon a vast reservoir of 
experience stemming from 
attempts to regulate military 
competition in Europe and other 
regions. From this base, the 
group might move forward to 
considering a set of modest 
confidence-building or trans- 
parency measures covering noti- 
fications of selected military- 
related activities and crisis- 
prevention communications. The 
purpose would be to lessen the 
prospects for incidents and mis- 
calculation that could lead to 
heightened competition or even 
conflict. 

In our view, and again, based 
upon our own experience with 
arms control, we believe such an 
approach offers the best chance 


for success. At the same time, we 
would not discourage or rule out 
efforts to decrease the level of 
militarisation, especially involv- 
ing those systems most likely to 
contribute to instability amidst 
crises. Eventually, and as called 
for by President Bush’s 1991 in- 
itiative. we would hope to see the 
level of conventional arms 
reaching the region greatly dimi- 
nished and weapons of mass des- 
truction eliminated. 

Let me close with one thought. 
We live in an age when many of 
the world's regions, once ravaged 
by war, are now coming together. 
We see this above all here in 
Europe, but we see it too in Asia 
and in Central and Latin Amer- 
ica. The results are obvious; 
peace and security, prosperity, 
better quality of life. Increasing- 
ly. the Middle East stands out. 
but not in the way that should 
make any of us proud. Our chal- 
lenge — our opportunity — is to 
begin the process of making the 
Middle East a region, not just in 
the geographic sense, but in the 
political, (he economic, and. in- 
deed, in the human sense as well. 

This gathering here today re- 
flects the commitment and re- 
sources of those outside the re- 
gion who want to assist in this 
effort. The co-sponsors, the Un- 
ited States together with Russia, 
strongly encourage the parties in 
the region for whom this process 
offers real benefits, to engage 
promptly and fully. This is a "rare 
opportunity; do not let it pass by. 


the american language center 

THE AMERICAN LANGUAGE CENTRE 
IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS 
WINTER, 1992 SESSION H 
February 17 - April 5 

General English Skills - Levels 1-6 
TOEFL Preparation — Levels 5-6 

TOEFL Preparation of Advanced Students — Level 7 

Professional Communication — Level 7 

Advanced Conversation — Level 7 

Business English — Level 7 

Advanced Academic Study Skills — Level 8 

Technical Writing — Levels 6-7 

Each course is 80 contact hours, 

Please call 659-859 for times and fee structure. 

PLACEMENT EXAMS: 

New students should register for a placement exam. Exams are 
scheduled for: 


January 30, February 6, February 13, 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., 
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


JABAL AMMAN 
THIRD CIRCLE 
POB: 676 
TEL:659859 
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Senegal sacks coach after soccer flop 

DAKAR (R) — Claude Le Roy. French coach of Senegal’s 
national soccer learn, paid ihe inevitable penalty for failure in the 
African Nations' Cup. He was fired. “Le Roy was relieved of his 
duties by the minister for youth and sport,” state radio 
announced. Hosts Senegal were knocked out in the quarterfinals. 
Ivory Coast won the Nations' Cup for the first time Sunday, 
beating favourites Ghana 11-10 in a penalty shoot-out. The two 
sides had been level 0-0 after extra time. 

Henkel named Woman Athlete of Year 

MOUNTAIN VIEW. California (R) — World high jump 
champion Heike Henkel is an overwhelming choice of track field 
news as Woman Athlete of the Year, the magazine said. The 
German won 30 out of 32 competitions in 1991 . claiming both the 
indoor and outdoor world tides. In voting by an international 
panel, Henkel ouipclled world 100 and 200-metre champion 
Katrin Krabbe. also of Germany, and Scotland's Liz McColgan, 
the world 10,000 metres gold medallist. Top pole vaulter Sergei 
Bubka of Ukraine earlier was selected the publication's Male 
Athlete of the Year. 

Wobbly Wombats ordered off court 

SYDNEY (R) — Minor League Australian Basketball Telithgow 
Wombats were ordered off court after officials deemed them too 
drunk to continue. The Wombats were wobbling all over the place 
and posed a risk to themselves and opposition players, stadium 
manager Alan Jones said, the Australian Associated Press (AAP) 
reported Tuesday. The match was the last of the night in a 
basketball carnival Sunday in the coastal town of Wollongong. 90 
kilometres south of Sydney. "There was some doubt the game 
should have started at all,” said Jones, adding that the Wombats 
turned abusive when told the game was over at halftime. 'They 
threatened me, using obscene language and demanded their entry 
fee back.” he said. 

Capriati beats Sabatini in Hong Kong 

HONG KONG (AP) — American teenager Jennifer Capriati 
saved two match points to beat Argentina's Gabriela Sabatini 
6-3, 6-7 (2-7). 7-6 (7-4) Monday in a tennis exhibition match. The 
15-year-old Capriati, who lost to Sabatini in the quarterfinals of 
the Australian Open last week, won the first set easily in the first 
Pacific Bank Challenge match. But the 21-year-old Sabatini, who 
is ranked third in the world, rallied to take the second set 7-6 at 
'the Victoria Park Tennis Court. The sixth-ranked Capriati took 
the match when she saved two match points to take the third set 
into a tie-breaker which she won 7-4. In a curtain-raiser to tire 
main match. Indonesian Yayuk Basuki beat American Lori 
McNeil 6-1, 1-6. 6-3. 

Zvereva upset in Tokyo Indoor 

TOKYO (R) — Seventh seed Natalia Zvereva suffered a straight 
sets defeat in the first round of the Pan Pacific Women's Indoor 
Tennis Tournament Tuesday. Wimbledon doubles champion 
Zvereva, ranked 24th in the singles, was upset by Australian 
qualifier Rennae Stubbs 6-4, 7-6, (7-5). “That’s probably my best 
win. It feels nice to finally beat someone a lot higher than me,” 
said the 161st-ranked Stubbs. Top seed and defending champion 
Gabriela Sabatini of Argentina and second seed Martina Navrati- 
lova had first-round byes. Navratilova, runner-up here last year, 
begins her quest for an unprecedented 158th career title in 
women’s tennis Wednesday. In November, she beat world 
number one Monica Seles of Yugoslavia in the Virginia Slims of 
California to equal Chris Evert’s record of 157. 

Strnadova advances in New Zealand 

AUCKLAND (AP) — Top-see^L Andrea Strnadova of 
Czechoslovakia advanced to the second round of the $100,000 
Nutri-Metics Classic women’s tennis tournament Tuesday with a 
6-3, 6-3 win over Croatia’s Nadine Ercegovic. Second-seed Sabine 
Hack of Germany was not as fortunate, foiling to Australian Jenny 
Byrne. Byrne, making a comeback after being off the tour with 
injuries for more than a year, beat Hack 7-5, 7-6 (7-4). Byrne 
survived a scare while up 6-3 in the tiebreak. She turned her ankle 
and had to have several minutes of treatment before continuing. 
“I was O.K. once I started walking to the chair, but I was quite 
distressed at first,” said Byrne. In other first-round matches, 
third-seeded Larisa Savchenko- Neiland of Latvia defeated Isabel 
Cueto of Germany 6-4, 6-3; fifth-seeded Alexia Dechaume of 
France beat Denisa Szabova of Czechoslovakia 6-3, 6-2; and 
Raffaella Reggi-Concato of Italy, the sixth seed, defeated Ann 
Grossman of the United States 6-2, 6-4. 

Australia asks f Magic 1 to play 

SYDNEY (R) — Australia's basketball authorities have invited 
American star Earvin “Magic” Johnson to play here after a 
medical official caused a furore by advising players to boycott him 
if he played in the Olympics. Johnson, who announced last 
November that he had tested positive for the HIV virus which 
causes the deadly disease AIDS, has been asked to captain an 
American all star team in a pre-Olympic tournament against the 
Australian national team in Canberra, said Basketball Australia. 
Johnson had been approached to lead a team of National 
Basketball Association (NBA) players on July 4. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

>.1991 TnBjrw m«u Services. Inc 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


I 


Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AKQ762 7 A 107 Q98 *5 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 

A. — You have a powerful hand 
with great trick- taking potential de- 
spite the f3ct that you have a single- 
ton in partner's suit. With a self- 
sufficient suit, you can get this 
message across lu partner by jump- 
ing to two spades. 

QJ2 — Neither vulnerable, os South 
you hold: 

4AKQ762 'PA 107 7Q98 *6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 6 Pass 2 4 Pass 

3* Pass 7 • 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Your jump shift could have 
been baaed on one of two types of 
Hands*, the one that you have, or a 
powerful hand with a good tit for 
opener's suit. Clarify which you 
have by rebidding three spades. 
Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KQ107 7954 vK102 4J52 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 C Pass 1 * Pass 

3 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— -Since partner's jump shift is 
forcing to game, there's no need for 
you to do anything dramatic just 
yet. For the moment, content your- 
self with a preference to three dia- 
monds. It's partner's next bid that 
will reveal the potential of the hand. 

Q. 4— Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 


* A 108763 765 v7 *J754 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

i :• 3 7 ? 

What action do you take? 

A.-^We dislike being shut out of 
the bidding when we have a reason- 
able six -card spade suit, but as we 
grow older we have come to treasure 
assets more and more. Any bid 
courts disaster. If your side can 
make four Bpades, partner should 
have enough to reopen the bidding. 
Pass. 

Q,5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AJ96 7 AJ94 ■ AQ1065 *Void 
Partner opens the bidding with 
three clubs. What action do you 
take? 

A. — If your side were not vulnera- 
ble, the decision would be easy- 
pass. At this vulnerability, however, 
how you should proceed is not quite 
so dear— partner could easily have 
just the right cards for game. There 
is no real way to find out, though, so 
we would stiU pass and settle for the 
sure plus. 

Q.6— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

483 7AJ8 :-KJ5 +AK1052 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
chib. What do you respond? 

A. — We can thin!; of all sorts of 
scientific ways to approach this 
hand, most of which could easily get 
us into trouble. If you play that a 
jump to three clubs is forcing, that's 
as good a way as any to start If not 
respond one diamond, then a 
forcing raise in dubs at your next 
turn. 


Coach who took Egypt to World 
Cup quits for African failure 


CAIRO (AP) — Mahmoud AI' 
Gohary, who coached Egypt to 
the World Cup soccer finals last 
year, resigned Monday over the 
team’s embarrassing showing in 
the just-ended African Cup of 
Nations championship. 

He quit during a heated, chao- 
tic bearing of the Youth and 
Sports Committee of the People’s 
Assembly. Gohary had been cal- 
led to testify on the national 
team's two first-round 1-0 losses, 
to Zambia and Ghana, in the 
championships in Senegal. 

Ghana eventually reached the 
tournament finals in Dakar, 
where it played to a scoreless 
draw with Ivory Coast Sunday, 
then lost the championship 11-10 
in a peanlty shootout. Nigeria 
finished third.' 

Chaos and heated debate mar- 
red the session when Gohary told 
committee members he had come 
to explain the Senegal failure to 
critics in Cairo's sporting press. 

Committee members protested 
and threatened to walk out. As 
they objected that the session was 
a hearing and not a press confer- 
ence, sportswriters walked out in 


protest. 

Gohary followed them. He 
ignored attempts by Abdul 
Rahim Al Ghoul, the committee 
chairman, to persuade him to 
return. 

The resignation was the tem- 
pestuous Gohary’s second in just 
over two years and the third time 
he left the Egyptian helm. 

In 1989, as he prepared the 
national team for Egypt’s first 
World Cup appearance in 56 
years, he quit in a snit over 
catcalls and insults by fans after 
the team lost a warmup game to 
Romania. The Egyptian Soccer 
Federation fired Gohary, 53, in 
October 1990 and replaced him 
with German Dietrich Weise. 
The Egyptian bitterly denied fed- 
eration claims he bad resigned. 

Under Weise, the national 
team lost twice last September in 
the fifth All-Africa Games in 
Cairo, an embarrassment that 
brought President Hosni Mubar- 
ak into the picture. 

He awarded Gohary the Order 
of the Republic, Egypt’s highest 
decoration for sports, because of 
his success in leading Egypt to the 


World Cup in Italy. Faced with 
Mr. Mubarak's intercession, the 
chairman of the Supreme Council 
for Youth and Sports, Abdul 
Moneim Emara, dissolved the 
Soccer Federation and reinstated 
Gohary. 

In Monday night’s meeting, 
Gohary blamed his dismissal for 
the Dakar debade. 

He said Weiise foolishly can- 
celled a programme he devised to 
prepare Egypt for the 1994 World 
Cup in the United States. That 
deprived Egypt of valuable inter- 
national experience and the 
teamwork that would have re- 
sulted from playing together. 

But he admitted that he over- 
looked evident shortcomings by 
the players because of good per- 
formances against European 
teams in December and January. 

The Egyptians defeated Poland 
4-0 and drew 0-0 in a return 
match. They whipped Romania 
3-1, then tied 1-1 in the return. It 
surprised Czechoslovakia 2-0, 
then played a scoreless draw ver- 
sus Norway. 

Team members told Egyptian 
sportswriters when they returned 


from Senegal that a combination 
of bad luck and overconfidence 
had finished their chances. 

On Monday night, Gohary also 
blamed bad luck for the loss to 
Zambia. Ghana won, he said, 
because two of his players were 
injured, another was expelled, a 
linesman erred and “unlawful 
violence” by Ghanaian defen- 
ders. 

But be acknowledged a fatal 
error in not scouting the African 
teams. He denied that overconfi- 
dence was to blame but said 
arranging the preparatory match- 
es against European teams left 
him too little time. 

Gohary, a former army colonel 
and father of four, became 
national team coach in 1988 after 
a brilliant career as player and 
trainer at Ahii, Egypt's largest 
and most popular dub. He ended 
bis playing days in 1965. 

Egypt played in a strong group 
with Holland, England and Ire- 
land in the World Cup. It was 
eliminated in the first round but 
was in contention until a final loss 
to England. 


Gonzalez successfully 
defends his WBC title 


Real Madrid fires coach 


INGLEWOOD, California (AP) 
— World Boxing Coundl (WBC) 
mini flyweight champion Hum- 
berto” Chiquita” Gonzalez suc- 
cessfully defended his title, scor- 
ing a unanimous 12-round deci- 
sion over no. 1 contender 
Domingo Sosa. 

Gonzalez won decisively de- 
spite losing four points on low 
blows. 

Judge Dae-Eun Chung scored 
the bout 114-109 in favour of 
Gonzalez; Judge Davey Pearl 
scored it 115-109, and Judge Hen- 
ry Elelspuru scored it 115-107. 

Gonzalez, 25. raised his record 
to 32-1 with 24 knockouts. Gon- 
zalez, of Mexico Gty, weighed 
107 3/4 pounds (49 kilograms). 

Sosa, of the Dominican Repub- 
lic, fell to 22-1 with 14 knockouts. 
Sosa, 28, weighed 107 pounds 
(48.6 kilograms). He was fighting 
in the United States for the first 
time. 

There were no knockdowns in 
a fight that was even after four 
rounds. However, Gonzalez' hurt 
Sosa late in the fifth round- and 
dominated the rest of the fight. 

Gonzalez lost points for low 


blows in the fifth, sixth, eighth 
and 10th rounds. 

Gonzalez successfully de- 
fended his title for the first time 
in his second reign as champion. 
He first won the WBC mini 
flyweight championship on June 
25, 1989 

Gonzalez made five successful 
defences before being stopped in 
the sixth round by Rolando Pas- 
cua of the Philippines on Dec. 19, 
1990 at the forum. 

Gonzalez regained his crown 
last June 3 by winning a unani- 
mous 12-round decision over fel- 
low countryman Melchor Cob 
Castro in Las Vegas. 

Sosa stands S-foots-6 (1.68 
metres), which gave him a five- 
inch (12.5 centimetre) height 
advantage over Gonzalez, but 
Gonzalez had no trouble getting 
inside and landing body punches 
throughout the bout. 

When asked about the low 
blows, Gonzalez said through an 
interpreter, 1 * it was his own fault. 
When I tried to punch, he pushed 
me lower and that's- where the 
punches landed. None of them 
were on purpose.” 


MADRID (R)’ — Yugoslav 
Radomir Antic was sacked as 
coach of Spanish League leaders 
Real Madrid late Monday, less 
than a year after taking over from 
Alfredo Di Stefano. 

The club, three points ahead of 
second-placed Barcelona, took 
the decision at a late night board 
meeting but has yet to make a 
formal announcement. 

“I am very surprised. 1 didn't 
expect this,” 42-year-old Antic 
told reporters. 

His place is expected to be 
taken by former coach Dutchman 
Leo Beenhakker. who was hired 
as manager last September. 

Since taking over. Antic had 
notched up 23 wins out of 30 
games and before Real Madrid's 
defeat by Atletico Madrid on Jan. 
4 his team had won 27 out of 30 
possible points this season. 

Antic had worked hard to re- 
vive confidence after Real’s dis- 
appointing third plaoe in the 
league last season, and by the end 
of December the team looked 


who worked well with us and we 
were happy with him,” said 
Romanian Georghe Hagi. 

“The news has left me cold, I 
wasn't expecting it,” said midfiel- 
der Luis Milla. 

Club chairman Ramon Mendo- 
za was unavailable for comment, 
but had made his displeasure 
evident after Real Madrid's hard- 
won 2-1 home victory over Tener- 
ife Sunday and the drop in form 
early this year. 

“Tenerife were better than 
us,” he said after the game, as his 
team was whistled from the pitch. 

Antic came to Madrid as in- 
terim coach in March 1991 amid a 
team crisis after Welshman John 
Toshack had been fired and tem- 
porary coach Di Stefano had 
failed to end an indifferent patch 
that followed five straight seasons 
as champions. 

The Yugoslav has never been 
entirely sure of his place, first 
because Mendoza had initially 
lined up Valladolid’s Colombian 


like running away with the titl.e„. , coach Pacho Maturana for the 
But the 24) defeat by ; neigh^jijjob this ^season,, and later when 
hours Atletico proved a watqr- aJC Beenhakker was appointed. ■ 
shed and the team has struggl&biu- Beenhakker, 49, first joined 
to find form since then, seeing Real Madrid as coach in 1986, 


IOC medical official sees 
no reason to ban magic 


their eight-point lead cut to just 
three, although the players re- 
main behind their coach. 

“Yes, it's, great surprise and 
I'm very sorry. He was a coach 


taking the team to three league 
titles and one Spanish Cup 
triumph. Following a disappoint- 
ing European Cup performance 
he was sacked in Jnne 1989. 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) — 
There is no medical reason to 
prevent Magic Johnson from 
playing in the Olympics, an offi- 
cial of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) said. 

Johnson, who retired from the 
Los Angeles Lakers in November 
after testing positive for the 
AIDS virus, has said he wants to 
hold onto his spot on the U.S. 
Olympic team. 

Arne Ljungkyist, a member of 
the IOC Medical Commission, 


cited a joint IOC-World Health 
Organisation study saying the 
risks for transmission of the virus 
are negligible in sports. 

“Based on what we know the 
virus is transmitted only through 
very intimate contacts,” Dr. 
Ljongkvist said. He said the IOC 
Medical Commission had not dis- 
cussed Johnson's case, but be 
added that it might be raised 
during the TOCs meetings next 
week in France, before the Win- 
ter Olympics in Albertville. 


Auriol sets up Monte Carlo 
Rally showdown with Sainz 


MONACO (R) — Frenchman 
Didier Auriol set the stage for 
another dramatic showdown in 
the Monte Carlo Rally when he 
moved within three seconds of 
race leader Carlos Sainz. 

Auriol, driving a Lancia, won 
four of the six special timed sec- 
tions of the stage between 
Dignes, in the southern French 
Alps, and Monaco, to reduce a 


49-second deficit on the Spanish 
leader's Toyota. 

World champion Juha Kank- 
kunen of Finland, also in a Lan- 
cia, tried bard to match the pace 
set by his French team mate on 
mostly dry roads but had to settle 
for third place, one minute 40 
seconds behind Sainz. He now 
has little chance of winning the 
event for the first time. 



HouJ About 
SEVEN 

. HUNDRED? > 


Andy Capp 
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Mutin’ Jeff 


You HAVE A 1/ YES* m 
WONDERFUL \ TAKING 
Surprise for] singing 
MC.M’l OU 6?rf LESSONS 
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’FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JANUARY. 29, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. CarroU Righ&.FouKtafon 

rENERAL TENDENCIES: In- U»«* 
cstjgate the most modem means 22) 

be made to too mud! of JOW time « 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: In- 
vestigate the most modem means 
by which your ideas can be made to 
work and expea to get positive 
results today as mercury moves 
into the air sign Aquinos. Expect 
positive results. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Quietly plan the best way to bring 
'your capabilities to the attention of 
those in power as well as improving 
family matters is now is effect. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have a good friend who is very 
understanding of your hopes and 
wi&es of a coordinated nature who 
will confer and give you good 
suggestions. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 2!) An 
important man sees your desire for 
more beneficial use of your assets 
or your desire to add to your 
possessions and will be of help. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A man of good judgement 
from a varied background to your 
own has the right ideas how you 
can gain for yourself your most 
cherished longings. 

LEO: (July 22 to-August 21) An 
astute businessman will give you 
some valuable recommendations 
just bow you can best confidential- 
ly gain a private aim that means 
such to you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Think about an influential 
associate who knows some of your 
friends and acquaintances and let 
him in on some of the plans you 
have with them in the future. 


best be spent getting convenations 
how better to hancHe chic marten 
for your family. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Get rid of whatever toark 
load you have early so you can get 

off to see usual contacts as wed as 
make some fascinating new .ac- 
quaintances. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Yw wan to turn 
some pleasures today bin pot than 
off until you understand what fast- 
ness persons expect of yxw'and do 
your share. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22' to 
January' 20) A good day for you to 
join with partners ana associates 
with whom you wish to come loan 
tinderstanding but be sure to fiitea ; 
to what they really desire. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have some very prac- 
tical inspiration now how to carry 
out the various tasks that require a 
well rounded approach at doing 
them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Consider most loyal and prac- 
tical minded friend you posse s s and 
let that person know of your spe- 
cial talent, ask how best to put h 
across. 


“The stars impel, they do not 
compel. " What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 



“You can’t withdraw any more love 
from this account until you 
make a deposit!" 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tartar to each square, to foim 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME . 
® by Henri Arnold 'and BoD Lae ‘ 


Set 'em up 
tor everybody 1 


BIASS 


INAFT 


NARTOM 


TAKEGS 


Answer here: 


Yesterday’s 


Jumbles: JADED 


Paying wtib ■ 

rubber check , 
again? f 


THAT PLAYBOY 
COMBINED THE TALENT 
FOR BFENI71N6 
MONEY WITH THE 
TALENT FOKTHIS- 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 
SOOTY FUMBLE TRICKY 


Answer What you should do before buying a 
expensive minor— REFLECT ON TT 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Wear 
SShiTKBg 
10 Tableland 

14 Permit 

15 WrMded hutt 

16 Maleficent 

17 Worn by a 
shadowing 
detective? 

19 Dam 

20 Latin abbr. 

21 News bit 

22 SeB stolen 


auSal 

mua 




23 Fr. river 
25 NFL special 
teams member 
28 worn by a 
scarecrow? 

31 Emulates 
Woosnam 

32 Sturdy tree 

33 Gtresoi 

37 Cargo measure 


40 Hatchet 

41 RBI ej. 

43 Miss Gardner 

44 Singer Bobby 
46 Helen Reddy’s 

gown? 

50 Inheritance 

53 — majeste 

54 Push 

55 Intoxicating 
beverage 

57 bid. city 

61 Seize 

62 Psychiatrist’s 
mink? 

64 Pitcher 
Herehteer 

65 Duo 

66 Singer Frankie 
67 Corrals 

68 Forever— day 

69 Tafldng birds 

DOWN 

1 Strongbox. 

2 Story 
development 

3 Jar 

4 Certain bowling 
match 

5 'Tea tor — " 


aamaaifaSSi 

laam aSSS 

auu aaBS aaaa 

■HI 3BM1 aBMHH 

iiliainjiiii 


6 Demoted 

7 Chife ana fever 

SWBtowy 

9 Clobber 

10 Souvenir 

11 Happening 

12 Because 

13 Tree 


22 Sable 

24 Suppositions 

25 Long spear 

26 Non-coms 

27 Blow 

28 Aim bone 


detector 
30 Crone 

3< Cut away ' 

aswwutftance 
36 Zoom oa 

38 Blue ox 

39 Waif eftnger 
42 Goes on a tour 

44 Certain doctor: 
abbr. 

46 Passage 


Ysttenfay's Puzzle Snhmd- 


nnSHH nnnn 

n nn££ n££j n rasne 
nn ^nnnDnnniiinn 
ranine nciran 
rcgflHnonnnri 
rcncnrj onmnn 

cionn non 
nnino nnuin 

nnnn BBPinifi 

RnKS nnnrnn 

nano nnng nnnnn 


47 Indian 
46 Madlgan" 

49 CoBege official 

50 Bar legally 

51 Portion 

52 Symbol 

55 Genghis — 


M Happy took 

59 Genus of frogs 

60 Primates 

62 Resort 

63 Alphabet 
sequence - 
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ASEAN leaders sign 
landmark agreements 


SNGAPORE (R) — South East 
Asian Nations, worried by the 
aiexgmg economic affiances of 
North America and Europe, took 
a major step Tuesday towards 
trans formin g their booming re- 
gion into a single market 

Leaders of the six members of 
the Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) ended a 
two-day summit here by si gning 
^ agreement pledging to create a 
free trade area by the year 2008- 

They-also agreed to step up 
<6scassk» of regional security, 
previously a taboo subject and to 
cooperate in the development of 
a. wide range of industries, from 
tourism to communications and 
finance. 

The agreements reflected the 
six countries’ increasing concerns 
about trade and security in tbe 
light of the end of the cold war 
and- the development of what 
they fear may be trading blocs in 
Europe and North America. 

“By following through the 
agr e em en t s swiftly, we will con- 
vince both domestic and foreign 
investors that ASEAN is a se- 
rious player in the new world 
order," Singapore Prime Minister 
Gob Chok Tong said. 

The leaders also signed a dec- 
laration welcoming the accession 
of Vietnam and Laos to the 
group’s friendship treaty, seen as 
the first stage to' integrating In- 
dochina into ASEAN. 

Signing the pacts were Brunei’s 
Sultan Sir Hassanal BoDriah, In- 
donesia's President Suharto, 
Malaysian- Prime Minister 


Mahathir Mohamad, Philippine 
President Coraxon Aquino, Sing- 
apore Prime Monster Goh Chok 
Tong and Thai Prime Minister 
Aland Fanyarachtm. 

Mr. Anand, who proposed tbe 
ASEAN free trade area (AFTA) 
idea last year, said be would cut 
Thai tariffs on ASEAN- 
manufactured products to a max- 
imum of 30 per cent at the start of 
next year and aim for another cut 
to 20 per cent a year later. 

The agreements begin “a new 
chapter for ASEAN and a new' 
era Sot South Asia” be said. 

AFTA aims to keep the region 
attractive to foreign companies 
and cut through the trade barriers 
most ASEAN members still erect 
to protect domestic markets. It 
would also allow freer access to 
the countries* market of nearly 
320 million consumers. 

Tbe mechanism for AFTA, a 
common effective preferential 
tariff (CEPT), will start for 15 
product sectors from January 
1993. It aims to put in place a 
tariff of between zero and five per 
cent on capital goods. 

Concern remains about an 
“opt-out” clause which would 
allow members to selectively de- 
lay participation in the tariff cuts, 
but officials expressed confidence 
that the option would not be 
abused. 

“Before the 15 years are up I 
am quite confident more steps 
will be taken to realise more than 
we have put down here," Singa- 
pore Trade and Industry Minister 
Lee Hrieu Loong said. 



Financial 

Markets ® 
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Curacy 

Bid 

Offer 



U.S. Dollar 

.678 

.680 



Sterling Pound 

1.2069 

1.2129 



Deutsche Mark 

.6202 

.4223 



Swiss Franc 

.4731 

.4755 



French Franc 

.1234 

.1240 



Japanese Yen* 

.5403 

.5430 



Dutch Colder 

.3733 

.3752 




.1157 

* .1163 

* 


Italian Lira* 7 

.0560 

.0563 



Belgian Franc 

.02036 

.02046 


* Pit KM 



Oetear Camodu 

Dmw 28/1/1992 | 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 



Bahrnfad Dinar 

1.7690 

1.7780- 



Lebanese lira* 

.0770 

.0775 



Saudi Rlyal 

.1805 

.1815 



Kuwaiti Dinar 

— 

-- 



Qatari Rlyal 

.1837 

.1846 



Egyptian Pound 

.2000 

.2150 



Omani Rlyal 

1.7350 

1.7440 



UAE Dirham 

.1837 

.1846 



Greek Drachma* 

.3610 

.3700 



Cypriot Pound 

1.4815 

1.5050 


' hr M0 



I 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leafing world currencies and gold against the dollar at nndsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of 


1. 7855/65 

U.S. dollar 

1. 1706/11 

Canadian dollar 

1.6085/95 

Dentsdbemarks 

1.8115/25 

Dutch guilders 

1.4290/97 

Swiss francs 

33.15/19 

Belgian francs 

5.4790/4840 

French francs 

1208/1209 

Italian lire 

125.55/65 

Japanese yen 

5.8410/60 

Sweetish crowns 

6.3070/3120 

. Norwegian crowns 

6.2360/2410 

Danish crowns 

356.65/357.15 

U.S. dollars 


Second 
Beirut bank 
announces 
liquidation 

BEIRUT (R) — A Lebanese 
bmik, the second in two weeks, 
said it had gone into voluntary 
liquidation. 

Bank Tohme, in a statement 
published Tuesday in Beirut’s 
leading An Nahar newspaper, 
said it was halting its activities 
“while preserving in full the 
rights of its clients, agents and 
employees." 

An Nahar said tbe bank’s offi- 
cials presented the central bank 
with “sufficient collateral to cov- 
er its obligations. ” Bank Tohme 
said it would begin reimbursing 
depositors soon. 

Tbe bank has a head office in 
Beirut and one branch outside 
the Lebanese capital. 

Earlier this month Beirut’s 
Libano-Bresilienne Bank 
announced it had gone into 
voluntary liquidation. 

Centra] bank officials said they 
expected other banks to follow 
suit. 

‘Arab 
World 
is bad for 
investment 9 

ABU DHABI (R) — A leading 
Gulf business figure Tuesday 
bluntly told other Arabs hoping 
for Gulf handouts that investing 
in their economies was a waste of 
money. 

“With the exception of the 
Gulf monarchies, tbe rest of the 
Arab World is bad for both short 
and long-term investment," Abu 
Dhabi Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry Chairman Abdullah 
A1 Mohairbi said. 

Citing political instability in die 
region as a major drawback, be 
told Reuters it .“discourages 
potential investors from throwing 
thdr money into these troubled 
regions.” 

“Name one Arab country that 
enjoys frill security and stability 
and both the public and private 
sectors in tbe Gulf states would 
not hesitate to invest their 
money and resources in it," said 
Sheikh Mohairbi, who is also the 
deputy speaker of the United 
Arab Emirates Consultative 
Council. 

“Following the invasion of 
Kuwait ... Gulf states became 
convinced that prospects for in- 
vesting in non-oil-producing 
Arab countries did not exist,” he 
added. 

Views similar to Sheikh 
Mobairbi’s are increasingly heard 
in private conversations in tbe 
Gulf but few people have ex- 
pressed them so openly. 

The six states of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council — Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates — said last month they 
were setting up a $10 billion fund 
to help poorer Arab countries. 

Diplomats in the region said 
that only S2 billion of the GCC 
fund would be disbursed initially 
and would go to Egypt, Syria and 
Morocco, which sent troops to 
help liberate Kuwait. 

In contrast with previous Gulf 
aid, money would not be handed 
over to governments but given to 
private sector projects that prove 
economically sound, the diplo- 
mats said. 
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CB J official says Arab banking 
merger hinges on political will 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — “Am I dreaming? 
let it be, because dreams som- 
times come true,” said 
Ahmad Abdul Fattah, a senior 
official at the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ), voicing his de- 
sire to see an Arab political 
determination as effective as to 
allow the creation of cross- 
border giant banks capable of 
standing tall on the interna- 
tional banking stage amid the 
challenges of global economic 
blocs. 

Mr. Abdul Fattah, lecturing 
cm banking merger during a 
seminar organised by the Arab 
Banks Union at Philadelphia 
Hotel, said he expected to hear 
soon of bank mergers in 
Oman, Kuwait. Lebanon in 
addition to Jordan in a drive to 
reform tbe banking sector in 
each of these countries. 

He emphasised that the' 
basic role of pushing bank mer- 
gers was tied to tbe will of 
monetry authorities in various 
Arab countries because these 
authorities were the most cap- 
able to define the targets, the 
methods and the legislative 
path for mergers and to pro- 
vide the most attractive incen- 
tives to that end. 

The CBJ official detailed 
seven factors which, be said, 
were exerting pressure towards 
bank mergers: 

1) The existence of many 
tanks in most Arab countries 
operating at a level that does 
not correspond with the re- 
quirements of growtb and 
financial service. 

These tanks of law capital 
base usually trail in their ability 
to compete positively and are 
prone to quit the race or to 
merge by the monetary author- 
ities to protect the whole bank- 
ing sector. 

2) The small markets of 
some Arab countries were un- 
able to accomodate die high 
number of tanks which, in 
turn, opted to extend credits at 
any cost and without sufficient 
evaluation of the borrower’s 
creditworthiness. . 

This situation culminated 
with a noticeable increase in 
bad or doubtful debts and, 
therefore, has ushered in the 
merger theory to ease the trou- 
bles of some tanks. 

3) -The development and 
growth of the And) economies 


makes it all -the more impor- 
tant to have strong and finan- 
cially sound tanks able to 
serve and finance tbe national 
economies and, as a result, 
makes the merger approach 
more viable and even neces- 
sary. 

4) The Gulf war dearly de- 
monstrated the need for strong 
national banks to be associated 
one way or another with the 
higher national and pan-Arab 
levels within the context of 
Arab banking security. Such 
banks would be able go extract 
better financial terms when 
dealing with other internation- 
al banks in addition to being 
tatter poised to deal on an 
equal par with big foreign 
banks. 

5) The inability of small 
banking units to adopt most 
modern techniques and the 
best qualified personnel within 
a country's strategy to intro- 
duce “the economies of scale” 
in its banking industry to 
achieve best results at lowest 
cost. 

6) The large Arab invest- 
ments abroad require main- 
tainig and strengthening the 
channels for quick and better 
flow of funds or surpluses to 
and from the international 
markets. This aspect makes it 
imperative on Arab banks 
abroad to merge and become 
“international windows” to 
serve national interests at 
home. 

7) The speedy movement of 
European, Japanese and 
American tanks in merging 
their operations threatens to 
leave Arab tanks abroad in a 
weak, inactive and insecure 
position without serious efforts 
to merge. 

Mr. Abdul Fattah said gov- 
ernments had a great role in 
helping banks merge through 
very attractive incentives and 
mediation efforts to resolve 
structure deficiencies of banks 
or wrangles between family 
members or rich persons hav- tr 
ing interests that impede a 
banking merger. 

He urged Arab governments 
not to opt for injecting funds, 
floating or investing in current 
banks, but rather to unify_ 
banking and accounting leg- 
islations, to give priority to 


dealing with Arab banks, espe- 
cially abroad, and to provide 
the right dimate to ensure 
wider Arab investments, opti- 
mum banking growth and lar- 
ger flow of inter-Arab funds. 

The lecturer defended the 
option of the monetary author- 
ity of a country to force a 
merger if such a compulsory 
action was tantamount to caus- 
ing a collapse in public confi- 
dence in the tanking system if 
not taken. He saw tbe compul- 
sory merger as a last resort for 
safeguarding the economic 
security of a nation. 

However, Mr. Abdul Fattah 
pointed out to the following 
advantages that banks could 
benefit from should they de- 
cide to merge voluntarily: 

1) Securing higher profit 
from the adoption of the “eco- 
nomies of scale” concept, as 
studies have confirmed that 
acts have actually decreased 
while operations recorded 
higher volume. 

2) Securing better financial 
deals with other tanks for va- 
rious transactions and in 
obtaining larger credit lines 
from being in a stronger nego- 
tiating position . 

3) Ability to enhance liquid- 
ity from wider venues, includ- 
ing the tank with which the 
merger occurred. 

4) Enriching tbe administra- 
tive experience of the staff of 
the two merging units and re- 
flecting their experience 
through contacts with custom- 
ers. 

5) Benefiting from tax or 
other financial government in- 
centives. 

The CBJ official examined 
some past merger attempts in 
the Arab World and said that 
none were of a magnitude to 
capture attention. He men- 
tioned endeavours for mergers 
in Lebanon which, in genual, 
have failed. 

In Egypt and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), Mr. 
Abdul Fattah said, mergers 
took pake in the 1960s and the 
80s respectively to remedy 
malfunctions at some banks, 
but he highlighted that in tbe 
UAE, the government had to 
provide big financial support to 
conclude the merger deals. 

In Oman, the authorities 
have given the merger subject 
great importance, but, despite 
attractive incentives, banks 
there haven't shown any wil- 
lingness to merge, according to 
.Mr. Abdul Fattah. He said that, 
in Kuwait, where the idea had 
been floated for quite some- 


time, many banks were ex- 
pected to merge soon under 
the influence of tbe govern- 
ment which owns a large equity 
in their capital. 

The lecturer excluded some 
countries like Syria, Iraq and 
Libya, where the governments 
control the banking sectors, 
and focused on the Jordanian 
experience institutions operat- 
ing in Jordan and showed that 
there were 15 commercial 
banks, seven of which not 
Jordanian. The Jordanian 
banks bad a total of 236 bran- . 
ches and "cash offices*' 
tfmngbout the Kingdom while the 
non- Jordanian banks operated 
.48 branches, and one “cash 
• office" in the country. 

Investment tanks numbered 
four and had a total of 21 
branches and “cash offices” 
while six specialised credit in- 
stitutions had a total branches 
and “cash offices'* in the King- 
dom. 

In addition, four financial 
and real .estate lending com- 
panies were spread in the 
country through 27 branches 
and one “cash office.” 

Mr. Abdul Fattah expanded 
the analysis on Iordan's banks 
saying that in 1973 there were, 
only nine tanks with an “op- 
eration figure” of JD 111.6 
million, JD 85.8 million in 
assets and JD 61.8 million in 
credits. Tbe figures in 1982 
became 18 banks, JD 1.6 bil- 
lion “operating figure,” ID 
1.17 billion in assets and JD 
887 million in credits. 

In 1991, the number of 
banks rose to 20 and the “op- 
eration figure” soared to JD5.4 
billion while assets totalled 
JD 3.9 b3KoD and credits JD 1.9 biffion- 

Tbe lecturer attributed the 
rising trend to the oil boom of 
the 70s and the large cash 
inflow, but, with signs of reces- 
sion in the 80s and tbe regional 
economic gloom, the financial 
institutions became a burden 
as they stopped showing the 
successes of previous years and 
slow progress became evident. 

Mr. Abdul Fattah said that 
the CBJ was now amidst a 
tanking reform process which 
indudes restructuring its institu- 
tions based on the policy of 
encouraging voluntary mergers 
against attractive incentives. 

He admitted that the reac- 
tion so far has been encourag- 
ing enough as only one finan- 
cial company merged witb 
another one and, later, was 
-transformed into an invest- 
ment tank in accordance with 
the CBJ guidelines. 


Other forms of changes 
which occurred in Jordan out- 
side the definition of merger 
were the purchase of the Chase 
Bank by the Bank of Jordan 
and the purchase of the Bank 
of Credit and Commerce by 
the Business Bank. Mr. Abdul 
Fattah described tbe transac- 
tions as very smooth, benefi- 
cial and profitable. 

The CBJ offidai mentioned 
an unsuccessful merger opera- 
tion which took place in past 
years; although he did not 
mention any names, it was 
evident he was referring to the 
Islamic Investment House 
which was later transformed 
into the National Islamic Bank 
and liquidated after few 
months despite large cash infu- 
sion from the central bank. 

Mr. Abdul Fattah said inten- 
sive consultations, now taking 
place under the umbrella of the 
CBJ to conclude a major com- 
bining a number of banks, 
were near finalisation. He re- 
ferred to the Economic Secur- 
ity Committee decision to 
merge Petra Bank and Jordan 
Gulf Bank. But “due to heavy 
losses at Petra, the merger did 
not take place and serious dis- 
cussions are underway to 
merge the Jordan Gulf Bank 
with another entity,” Mr. 
Abdul Fattah added. 

He outlined the following 
reasons for the general unsuc- 
cessful efforts to have Arab 
tanks merge voluntarily: 

1) The Arab banking is char- 
acterised by family ownership 
or by ownership by other peo- 
ple with various interests; 
therefore, they resist any form 
of change that would reduce 
their priviliges and power. 

2) The lack of proper and 
‘ "super incentives" that would 

entice tbe owners to relinquish 
their high status. 

3) The general economic 
slowdown has not hit some 
tanks hard enough to prompt 
them to rethink their existence 
potential. 

4) The absence of real and 
strong competition in quantity 
and quality. 

5) The lack of harmony 
among the management circles 
of the tanks. 

6) Disagreement over the 
Revaluation methods and de- 
tails of the tanks seeking to 
merge. 

7) Lack of legislative acts to 
organise mergers. 

8) The existence of altema- 
_ lives to mergers, such as in- 
creasing the capital or the 
number of brandies. 


Macy files for bankruptcy protection 


NEW YORK (R) — R.H. Macy 
Co.,ifae legendary retailer whose 
New York store is considered the 
world’s largest, was pushed to the 
brink by massive debts and reces- 
sion and sought bankruptcy pro- 
tection Monday after weeks of 
rescue talks unravelled. 

The chapter 11 bankruptcy fil- 
ing will give tire 134-year-old 
retailer breathing space from its 
creditors while it tries to reorga- 
nise and continues to serve its 
customers. 

“I am convinced that beginning 
this rehabilitative process is the 
best way to protect our valuable 
franchise,” Macy chairman and 
chief executive officer Edward 
Flnkebtem said in a statement. 

As a sign of support, Chemical 
Banking Corp and Bankers Trust 
Co. set up $600 million in financ- 
ing so that Macy could continue 
buying merchandise and stocking 
shelves at its 251 stores. Sup- 
pliers, who had been holding 
tack goods, fell into fine and 
resumed shipments. 

“I want to be the first guy to 


ship to them because now I know 
I will get paid,” said Bud 
Konhrim, president of Nicole 
Miller Ltd., a maker of woman's 
clothing based in New York. 

Macy, which had nearly $4 
billion in debt from takeovers m 
the 1980s, has been skirting bank- 
ruptcy since recession took bold 
of the economy in July 1990. 

A- last-minute SI billion rescue 
plan proposed by CBS Inc. Chair- 
man Laurence Tisch, who already 
owns 15-6 per cent of Macy's 
.collapsed Friday when a major 
creditor, Prudential Insurance 
Co. of America, rejected terms of 
the deal. 

On Saturday, Macy failed to 
make a crucial payment to sup- 
pliers, virtually ensuring tbe com- 


pany would not get new merchan- 
dise shipments unless it obtained 
new credit. 

In the end, its debts — 
assumed m a 1986 leveraged buy- 
out by senior managers and the 
1988 acquisition of the Bullock’s 
and I. Magnin chains — proved 
too heavy for the company to 
support. 

“We worked day and night to 
find a suitable solution and ulti- 
mately came to the conclusion 
that filing for chapter 11 was best 
for Macy's future," Mr. Finkel- 
stein said. Under chapter 11 of 
the federal bankruptcy code, a 
company is protected from credi- 
tors while it tries to work out a 
plan to repay its debts. 

Macy, whose severely weak 


Christmas sales last month sealed 
the company’s fete, joins a list of 
major companies that have been 
forced into bankruptcy in the past 
two years. 

At least a dozen of tbe United 
States’ biggest store chains, in- 
cluding such illustrious names as 
Bloomingdale's, are operating 
out of bankruptcy court, ana 
most of them landed there after 
taking on massive debts to ex- 
pand or avoid being taken over. 

Industry analysts said the hasty 
over-expansion of the past de- 
cade left thfe country with far too 


many stores. 

In the aftermath, the industry's 
consolidation has been rushed 
along by the reckless binge of 
borrowing by the store groups, 
followed by a recession that has 
sapped consumer confidence and 
spending. 

Macy's flagship store in Man- 
hattan is touted as the world’s 
largest. The company operates a 
total of 144 department stores, 
inducting 98 in the northeast and 
California 22 Bullock’s stores, 
primarily in southern California, 
and 24 I. Magnin stores. 



A privately owned establishment requires the services of a 
person (maleflemaJe) who masters both English & Russian 
Languages-spoken and written. 

.The candidate should be able to type in English, use telex 
' machines. 

For appointment, please call 
teL no. 836290 or 836383 from 1:00-5:30 p.m. 



Super Star 
Kevin Costner 
1991 Oscar Warner 
in Ns outstanding* 
super production 

ROBIN HOOD 

Prince of Thieves 
Shorn: 3 JO, 6:15. 830. HMQ p-n 


Cinema Tel: 634144. 

PH (ILADELPHIA 

Patrick Swayze 

in 

ROADHOUSE 

Shows: 1230. 3 JO. 6:15. 8:30, Kh30 P.M. 

Special shows for children on Thi 
Fridays at 11:30 am. 


: Tel: 

Nabil AI Mashini Theatre 



(Somersault Time) 


at 8 p.m. 



Fully Fancy Furnished 
Apartment For Rent 

Consists of: 3 bedrooms, family, living and dining 
rooms. 2 baths, fully equipped kitchen with central heating 
and private phone. 

Location: Gardens St, AI Youbeel Circle. 1st floor. 

if Interested, please contact: 09/901922, Zarqa 


~~ Appointment Of A General Manager - ” 

A newly established private shareholding Jordanian company 
undertaking the implementation of a major touristic/housing 
resort is seeking the appointment a General Manager. 
Applicants should be university graduates with good command 
of English and experience in administration, and executive 
construction of major projects, including financial, contractual, 
marketing and operation. 

The work will be based in Amman and Aqaba. Working 
conditions and salary will be related to foe successful appli- 
cant's qualifications and experience. 

Applications with C.V.s and copies of the university degree and 
past experience certificates, are to be submitted to 
Personnel Officer. P.O.Box (5278) Amman 
These will be reviewed in strict confidence. 

An interview with foe Board of Directors will then be arranged for 
applicants fulfilling foe requirements for this post. 


SPECIAL DISCOUNT 

15% 



On all famous 
French crystals 
Cristal garanti 
plus 24 % de Pbo 


Offer valid for limited time 
Recently arrived a wide selection of 

arcopafi luminarc ® 

French home appliances 

Al-Farid 

The joy of shopping 


A Rumu 
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Abdali, Amman Commercial Complex 
Telephone 698059/698058 


































































World News 





Goulding 

hits 

deadlock on 
Yugoslav 
peace plan 

KARLOVAC. Croatia (R) — 
United Nations envoy Marrack 
Goulding said Tuesday he had 
failed to persuade a hardline Serb 
leader in Croatia to accept a U.N. 
plan to deploy up to 10,000 
peacekeeping troops in Yugosla- 


Mr. Goulding travelled to Zag- 
reb to meet Croatian leaders after 
several hours of talks Monday 
with Milan Babic, who heads the 
self-prod aimed Serbian Republic 
of Krajina inside Croatia. 

Mr. Babic's acceptance is vital 
if the U.N. plan is to help end 
seven months of fighting between 
Croatian militia and Serb irregu- 
lar forces backed by the Yugoslav 
army. 

“He maintained his objec- 
tions," Mr. Goulding said as he 
walked across the snow-covered 
frontline from Krajina into 
Croat-held territory in Kariovac, 
SO kilometress southwest of the 
Croatian capital. 

“On some points I was able to 
reassure him a little,” said Mr. 
Goulding. a U.N. under- 
secretary in charge of peacekeep- 
ing forces. 

“But I regret he was not in a 
position yet to say he would 
accept the U.N. plan, and that he 
had his people would be ready to 
cooperate with a peacekeeping 
force if it was deployed in the 
areas we intend to deploy it in.” 

Mr. Goulding reported a “step 
forward” in talks Monday with 
Goran Hadzic, another Serb 
leader from Croatia, but his fai- 
lure to make progress with Mr. 
Babic was a clear setback. 

Serbia and rival Croatia have 
agreed to the U.N. plan to send 
the “blue helmet” peacekeepers 
if a Jan. 3 ceasefire bolds. Some 
of the peacekeepers would go to 
Krajina, a large strip of land 
south fo Zagreb with an esti- 
mated 300,000 Serbs. 

The ceasefire has held so far 
despite isolated violations. 

In the latest bloodshed, Croa- 
tian Radio said two Croatian 
soldiers were killed when the 
Yugoslav army launched an artil- 
lery attack on their positions near 
the Adriatic port of Zadar late 
Monday. 

The radio said there had also 
been some machine-gun fire 
overnight near Dubrovnik and 
the eastern Croatian town of 
Vinkovci. The reports were not 
immediately confirmed by Ser- 
bian media. 

More than 6,000 people have 
been killed in the fighting since 
Croatia declared independence 
last June. Serbs now control ab- 
out one third of Croatian terri- 
tory. 

Mr. Babic. Krajina's president, 
objects to U.N. proposals to 
withdraw Yugoslav army troops 
from his region and replace them 
with a peacekeeping force. He is 
also worried that Serbs will be 
disarmed but Croats in nearby 
areas will keep their weapons. 

“The basic objection is that it 
(the U.N. plan) treats Krajina as 
a part of Croatia which will be 
placed under U.N. protection,” 
Mr. Babic said after meeting Mr. 
Goulding in Knin. 200 kilometres 
south of Zagreb. 

“This is naturally unacceptable 
from our side and that is the basic 
cause of the armed conflict.” 

Mr. Goulding. who is checking 
conditions for deploying the 
peacekeepers on his five-day mis- 
sion, said that other obstacles 
remained apart from Mr. Babic's 
rejection. 

He said some problems lay on 
the Croatian side but gave no 
details, although he planned to 
take the matter up with Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjman later 
Tuesday. 

“There is work yet to be done 
but we have made a lot of prog- 
ress,” he said. 

Mr. Goulding was also ex- 
pected to meet Croatian military 
leaders before returning to Bel- 
grade, where he met Serbian and 
Yugoslav army leaders Sunday. 
He is due to fly back to the 
United Nations in New York 

Thursday. 

Meanwhile, the U.N. repre- 
sentative of Yugoslavia, Ambas- 
sador Darko Silo vie. was elected 
by acclamation Monday as presi- 
dent of the 54-member U.N. Eco- 
nomic and Social Council (ECO- 
SOC) for 1992. 

He succeeds Ambassador* 
Hodne Djoudi of Algeria. 

In a speech following his- elec- 
tion, Mr. Siiovic said a consensus 
was emerging that efforts being 
made to assist the former 
centrally-planned- economies 
should not be at the expense of 
developing countries and should 
be accompanied by even greater 
efforts in revitalising their growth 
and development. 


Yeltsin reported in Black Sea 
port to meet navy commanders 


MOSCOW ( AP) — Boris Yeltsin 
met with commanders of the dis- 
puted Black Sea Fleet Tuesday, 
appearing in the Russian port of 
Novorossiysk a day after inexplic- 
ably canceling two days of 
appointments in Moscow, his 
office said. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s spokesman, 
Pavel Voshchanov, said the Rus- 
sian president was aboard the 
cruiser Moskva with Common- 
wealth military Commander 
Yevgeny Shaposhnikov gathering 
information about the security of 
nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Voshchanov said the visit 
was part of Mr. Yeltsin's prepara- 
tions for an overseas trip later this 
week that is to include meetings 
with President George Bush, 
British Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor and Canadian Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney, the TASS News 
Agency reported. 

TASS earlier quoted the 
Mayor erf Novorossiysk, Georgy 
Khobotov, as saying the visit to 
the Black Sea port was unrelated 
to the tug-of-war between Russia 
and Ukraine over control of the 
fleet. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 60, abruptly can- 
celled his appointments in the 
capita] Monday and Tuesday, in- 
cluding one with Japan's foreign 
minister. The cancellations fueled 
persistent rumours about his 
health and an alleged drinking 
problem. 

TASS said Mr. Yeltsin arrived 
Monday night in Novorossiysk. 

Foreign Minister Andrei 


Kozyrev said the overseas trip 
was still on. 

He told delegates to Middle 
East peace talks that opened 
Tuesday in Moscow that “in the 
coming days, the world will hear 
a series of initiatives (from Mr. 
Yeltsin) that will prove that 
everyone will benefit from the 
new situation” in the former 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Voshchanov said Mr. Yelt- 
sin offered to rescheduled his 
meeting with Japanese Foreign 
Minister Mitio W a tana be for 
Wednesday, when he is also set to 
meet with U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker. 

Mr. Yeltsin is the most popular 
and powerful politician in Russia, 
and reports of his ill health in- 
crease political instability in the 
newly independent country. 

Since the failed Soviet coup in 
August, he has dropped from 
public sight several times, includ- 
ing three days in September when 
aides said be was suffering from a 
minor heart ailment and a 17-day 
stretch in October after weeks of 
relentless work. 

On Jan. 18, after some stre- 
nuous travels inside Russia, Mr. 
Yeltsin was ordered by his doc- 
tors to rest at home for a day and 
cancel his meetings. 

U.S. News and Work) Report 
earlier this month quoted uniden- 
tified sources as expressing new 
concern about rumours that Mr. 
Yeltsin was drinking heavily. 

Meanwhile, thousands of new 


recruits' of the Black Sea Fleet 
have sworn allegiance to the new 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States despite Ukraine's efforts to 
take control of armed forces on 
its territory, a lawmaker said 
Monday. 

The recruits were the fust to- 
pledge allegiance to the Com- 
monwealth at the fleet's bead- 
quarters in Sevastopol, on 
Ukraine's Crimean peninsula. 

The Interfax News Agency said 
6,471 recruits who started train- 
ing in October were invited to 
take the Commonwealth oath. 

Of these, 5306 agreed, 789 
refused, 265 were undecided and 
111 were ill or on vacation, 
according to Interfax and Alexan- 
der Kruglov, a member of the 
pro-Russian Republic Movement 
in the Crimea’s legislature. 

“This b the first step towards 
an undivided Commonwealth 
fleet bases in an independent 
Crimea.” Mr. Kruglov said. 
Many ethnic Russians like Mr. 
Kruglov want the predominantly 
Russian Crimea to be indepen- 
dent of Ukraine. 

The commander of the fleet, 
A dm. Igor Kasatonov, had ear- 
lier forbidden sailors to take an 
oath of loyalty to Ukraine. 

With the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, Russia and Ukraine have 
been engaged in a bitter battle for 
control of the fleet. The dispute 
and other issues involving the 
3 . 7-million-stroog former Soviet 
military has dominated the first 



Boris Yeltsin 

weeks of the Commonwealth. 

With 45 cruisers, 28 sub- 
marines, 300 small and medium- 
sized ships, 150 airplanes and 85 
helicopters, the fleet was consi- 
dered part of the Soviet strategic 
forces and a direct counter to the 
U.S. 6th Fleet in die Mediterra- 
nean. 

To date, no Black Sea Fleet 
sailors have taken the Ukrainian 
oath. 

More than 70,000 soldiers have 
pledged allegiance to Ukraine, 
said lawmaker Mylcola Porovsky, 
deputy chairman of the Coordi- 
nating Council of Ukraine's poli- 
tical r efo rm movement Rukb. 

Ukrainian Parliament Chair- 
man Ivan Plyushch said lawmak- 
ers would take action to stop foeir 
Russian counterparts from trying 
to dissuade the fleet’s sailors not 
to pledge allegiance to Ukraine. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Italian train crash toll hits 6 

ROME (R) — The death toll in Monday's crash of two commuter 
trains on Rome's outskirts rose to six Tuesday when firemen 
cutting through the wreckage found another body. A Civil 
Protection Ministry spokesman said 124 people were injured, 
some seriously. The two trains packed with commuters collided 
head-on on a stretch of single track at the height of the evening 
rush hour. 

Estonia gets new prime minister 

MOSCOW (R) — Estonia's parliament asked transport minister 
Hit Vain to form a new government within two weeks to find a 
way for the Ba ltic s tate out of its economic troubles, the Estonian 
News Agency (ETA) said. Mr. Vahi will replace Edgar Savbaar, 
who resigned last week following his failure to win parliamentary 
support for his strategy to tackle the economic crisis. “The 
Estonian parliament has confirmed the ... decision to name Tut 
.Vahi the new Estonian prime minister,” ETA said. 

Moldova seeks to join U.N. 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Moldova b the latest former Soviet 
republic to apply for United Nations membership, according to a 
letter from its president, Mircea Snegur, circulated here Monday. 
The Security Council last Thursday unanimously endorsed a 
recommendation from its membership committee that the former 
Soviet republic of Kazakhstan be admitted to the world body. On 
Friday the committee unanimously recommended to the council 
the admission of Armenia, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Tajiki- 
stan. 

Reporter expelled from Cuba 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — A Spanish journalist said Monday he 
was beaten, robbed and expelled from Cuba after interviewing 
the family of an exile executed last week for attempted terrorism. 
Santiago Aroca of the Madrid daily newspaper El Mundo said be 
entered Cuba on a tourist visa after receiving no reply to requests 
for journalist credentials. Mr. Aroca said police began following 
him after be interviewed the family of Eduardo Diaz Betancourt 
Saturday. Mr. Aroca said be filed the story to his newspaper and 
at midday Sunday was arrested by four policemen and a man in 
civilians clothes in Havana. 


Socialists set harsh tone 
in Japanese parliament 


TOKYO (R) — The head of 
Japan’s main opposition party 
launched a blistering attack in 
parliament on Tuesday against 
Prime Minister Kikhi Miyazawa’s 
links to a bribery scandal. 

“Prime Minister Miyazawa. 
there are even reports that Mr. 
Abe used this money to make you 
prime minister," charged Social- 
ist Chairman Makoto Tanabe. 

He was referring to bribes 
allegedly paid to former cabinet 
Minister Fumio Abe, a con- 
fidante of the prime minister. 

“I would hate to even speak of 
the level of corruption Mr. Abe 
has fallen into. How long will the 
ruling party continue to repeat 
this cycle of scandals?” Mr. 
Tanabe added. 

He was speaking on the first 
day of debate on a policy speech 
Mr. Miyazawa made last Friday 
at the start of a new 150-day 
parliamentary session. 

Mr. Abe, treasurer for Mr. 
Miyazawa’s faction in the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), 
was arrested earlier this month on 
suspicion of receiving L ribes from 
a land developer. 

Mr. Abe resigned as an LDP 
member but not from his seat in 
parliament. 

“We demand that Mr. Abe 
take appropriate steps to resign 
from parliament,” Mr. Tanabe 
said. 

In his concluding remarks, Mr. 
Tanabe said: “Mr. Miyazawa, 


when you came to power, we 
were counting on you because we 
thought you were one of the tnily 
liberal persons in the LDP. 

“Now, your image has fallen to 
the ground and is soiled in the 
mud of scandals.” 

“I would like to sincerely 
apologise to the Japanese people 
for the conduct of my former 
colleague,” Mr. Miyazawa re- 
sponded. 

“But I would like to refrain 
from commenting on the facts 
about the case. His resignation is 
basically his own problem.” 

The Abe affair is a second 
embarrassment for Mr. Miyaza- 
wa personally, after controversy 
resurfaced over his own role in 
the 1988-1989 recruit scandal. 

At the time, Mr. Miyazawa 
acknowledged that his secretary 
had bought unlisted shares of the 
recruit conglomerate and made 
huge profits after they were listed 
on the Tokyo Stock Exchange. 
Mr. Miyazawa resigned as fi- 
nance minister in December 
1988. 

As soon as Mr. Miyazawa be- 
came prime minister last Novem- 
ber, the opposition parties de- 
manded that he submit legal 
documents on the recruit deal to 
set the record straight. 

Mr. Miyazawa duly submitted 
the documents, only to be met by 
an opposition demand to Sim- 
mon his former secretary to tes- 
tify in parliament. 


Georgian troops seize 
Gamsakhurdia stronghold 


POTI, Georgia (R) — Georgian 
government forces seized one of 
tiie last strongholds loyal to 
ousted President Zviad Gam- 
sakhurdia Tuesday after a day of 
fighting in which at least six peo- 
ple were killed. 

Government troops under the 
command of Jaba Ioseliani, head 
of one of the main fences making 
up the ruling Military Council, 
met no resistance as they moved 
into the Black Sea town of Poti. 

Armoured vehicles rumbled 
along the tree-lined streets of Poti 
as residents, mainly supporters of 
Mr. Gamsakhurdia, boarded up 
windows and remained indoors. 

“Tm very tired. It was a hard 
battle,” said an exhausted Mr. 
Ioseliani, resting at his tempor- 
ary headquarters set up in the 
town's yacht dub. 

The head of the town’s hospital 
and local officials said six people 
were tailed and at least 20 others 
injured in Monday’s fighting 
around a bridge to die north of 
the town. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia, elected by 
a landslide last May, fled to 
Armenia three weeks ago after 
losing a bloody power struggle 
with the military council. He later 
returned to west Georgia, but his 
whereabouts have been unknown 
for the past week. 

The foil of Poti was another 
major blow to his bid to regain 
power. Mr. Gamsakhurdia can 
now rely on support only in the 
port of Sukhumi to the north and 
the town of Zugdkfi to the east. 

“Poti was the most difficult 
part of our job, but the war is not 
finished yet. Zugdidi and Sukhu- 
mi are still in the hands of Gam- 
sakhnrdia,” said Mr. Ioseliani. 

TASS News Agency quoted 
Zugdidi Mayor Incfiko Kobalia as 
saying Mr. Gamsakhurdia sup- 


porters were staging round-the- 
clock demonstrations in the town. 

“The city will not surrender 
and is rejecting all proposals from 
the government troops to start 
negotiations,” he said. 

Mr. Ioseliani, carrying a 
Kalashn ikov assault rifle and 
wearning a bandolier of 
machmegun bullets slung over his 

shoulder, predicted the fighting 
in Georgia would last “maybe 
two weeks or two months.” 

Many Poti residents vowed to 
reast the Military Council by 
continuing a campaign of strikes 
and protests. 

“Our war is just beginning. 
There mil be a lot of unrest and 
chrfl disobedience.” shouted an 
old woman inspecting empty 
shells scattered around the north- 
ern bridge leading into Poti. 

“The Tbilisi soldiers are cri- 
minals and drug addicts,” she 
said, waving an empty syringe she 
had found in the woods where 
government forces had en- 
camped. 

A psychologist from Tbilisi, the 
Georgian capital, travelling with 
troops said some men were taking 
drugs. 

“I think there will be a lot of 
psychological problems when the 
war ends because Georgians are 
fighting Georgians,” said Mr. 
Toraike Berishvili. 

Mr. Ioseliani’s troops occupied 
the town hall and immediately 
removed a portrait of Mr. Gam- 
sakhurdia hanging above the 
main door. 

An army track carrying a rock- 
et launcher was parked in front of 
the door, guarded by a dozen 
soldiers. 

Hundreds of frightened town 
people waited around the build- 
ing, uneasily mingling with the 
government soldiers. 


80 killed in 

Karabakh 

fighting 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — More 
than 60 Azerbaijani soldiers were 
killed by ethnic Armenians de- 
fending their village in die dis- 
puted Nagorno-Karabakh region. 
TASS said. 

' The report also said at least 20 
tivitians died in the Sunday raid 
on Karin-Tak in the Susha dis-’ 
trier. 

No casualty reports were given 
by official Azerbaijani sources. 
TASS said fighting continued 
Monday. 

Azerbaijan and Armenia, two 
former Soviet republics, have 
fought for three years to control 
the Nagorno-Karabakh region, 
which lies in Azerbaijan but has a 
predominately Armenian popula- 
tion. 

Russian TV said that during 
the counterattacks, one fighter on 
Armenia’s ride who was killed 
carried a document identifying 
him as French. 

French embassy officials in 
Moscow said they bad no in- 
[ formation about die man. 


Poll: Americans increasingly willing to turn to Democrat 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Just 43 
per cent of the American public 
approves of President George 
Bush’s performance, and the 
public tends to think a Democrat 
would do a better job on many 
domestic issues, a New York 
Times/CBS News poll said. 

The public has even lost confi- 
dence in Mr. Bush's handling of 
foreign policy, found the tele- 
phone survey of 1381 adults 
nationwide. 

The overall approval rating of 
43 per cent is a 45 point drop 
since .the president’s popularity 
reached 88 per cent, a historic 
peak, after the Gulf war. 

. Forty-six per cent of those sur- 
veyed from Wednesday through 
Saturday approved of Mr. Bush's 
conduct of foreign policy, while 
46 per cent ttispproved. * 

Forty-six per cent said a Demo- 
cratic president would be more 
likely to improve education, com- 
pared to 31 per cent who cited 
Mr. Bush. 

Sixty-one per cent said a 
Democratic president would be 
more likely to make health care 
available to all, as against 19 per 
cent who said Mr. Bush would. 

Forty-five per said a Democra- 
tic president would be most likely 
to end the recession. Thirty-two 
per cent said Mr. Bush would. 

The poll bad a margin of 
sampling error of plus or minus 
three percentage points. 

Meanwhile, President Bush 
tokl a convention of religious 
broadcasters Monday that opin- 
ion polls indicate “no society is 
more religious than the United 
States of America.** 

And “today the times are on 
the side of peace because the 
world, increasingly, is on the side' 
of God,” the president said. 

“Seven in 10 Americans be- 


lieve in life after death, eight in 
10 that God works miracles, nine 
in 10 Americans pray,” Mr. Bush 
said. “And more than 90 per cent 
believes in God, to which I say. 
thank God. 1 wish it were 100 per 
cent.” 

Addressing 1375 people at the 
National Religious Broadcasters 
Convention, Mr. Bush praised 
the group for supporting U.S. 
forces in last year’s Gulf war. 

“Thank you for helping Amer- 
ica, as Christ ordained, to be ‘a 
light unto die world,’” in that 
conflict, be said. 

As U.S. military forces fought 
“to defend all of what is best 
about America, we need you to 
help instill the traditional values 
that make life and liberty worth 
defending,” Mr. Bush said. 

He decried religious bigotry 
and racial prejudice, reaffirmed 
his opposition to abortion and 
outlined plans to boost spending 
to fight crime and narcotics. 

Mr. Bush noted that the Rev. 
Billy Graham, who was on the 
dais, drew ridicule once when he 
came back from a trip to the 
former .Soviet Union and re- 
ported that faith in God was very 
modi alive there. 

“Today we see that he dearly 
was right,” said Mr. Bush. 

Mr. Bush has addressed the 
broadcasters five times as presi- 
dent or vice president. 

President Bush will use his 
State of the Union address for an' 
election-year appeal to Congress 
to wage the economic equivalent 
of the Gulf war. 

Mr. Bush is expected to chal- 
lenge the House and the Senate 
to approve by early March his 
programme to fight die recession. 
Congressional and administration 
sources said. 

The 9 p.m. EST (0200 GMT 
Wednesday) speech cq&ies with 


Mr. Bush’s approval ratings at 
the lowest point of his preriden- 
cy. 

“It will have a great deal of 
meat in it,” presidential spokes- 
man Martin Fhzwater said. One 
Bush campaign memo calls the 
speech the “defining event of his 
presidency.” 

But Democrats — and Republi- 
can challenger Pat Buchanan — 
already are attacking the presi- 
dent’s expected “growth pack- 
age” for not going for enough. 

Mr. Bush is proposing a blend 
of tax breaks and spending prog- 
rammes to prod the economy and 
help the economically disadvan- 
taged. The proposals range from 
tax credits for new home buyers 
and larger exemptions for fami- 
lies to more money Jot health and 
food programmes for poor chil- 
dren. 

More about White House plans 
for rescuing the economy will 
come with the release of the 
president’s proposed $1.5 trillion' 
budget for fiscal 1993. The 
budget was scheduled for release 
Wednesday, but the Office of 
Management and Budget said 
Monday it would be delayed be- 
cause of “printing problems.” 

Mr Bush has said he’ll exert 
the same leadership in overseeing 
die economic rescue plan that he 
used in forging the coalition dur- 
ing die Gulf war. 

The president was expected to. 
reflect on the Gulf victory as weH 
as on the breakup of the Soviet 
Bloc and the earing of East-West 
tensions. Officials said the speech 
will present a dual assessment of 
the State of the Union. 

While Mr. Bosh will seek to be' 
solemn and realistic on the eco- 
nomy, he will be upbeat on the 
nation’s international standing, 
the officials said. 

In a separate development, 


Democratic presidential candi- 
date Bill Qinton and an Arkansas 
woman Monday accused each 
other of lying in a renewed dis- 
pute over her assertion that they 
had a 12-year affair. 

Mr. Clinton’s campaign orga- 
nisation sought to discredit Gen- 
nifer Flowers with a notarised 
statement from a Little Rock 
agent who for four years booked 
her as a singer and said she never 
mentioned Mr. Clinton to him. 

At a New York news confer- 
ence sponsored by the tabloid 
Star, which paid her for her story, 
Ms. Flowers said Mr. Clin too is 
“absolutely lying” in denying the 
affair. Mr. Qmton shot back 
emphatically: “She didn’t tell the 
truth.” 

His wife, Hillary, said at a 
campaign appearance Monday in 
South Dakota, “we’ve' explained 
ourselves as best we can. We 
leave it at that.” 

Ms. Flowers’ allegations are 
unsubstantiated, ami a tape re- 
cording played at the Star news 
conference, said to be of tele- 
phone conversations between 
Ms. Flowers and Mr. Clinton, did 
not establish that there had been 
an affair . 

Whatever the troth, Ms. Flow- 
ers’ appearance marked an 
escalation in the c amp aign con- 
troversy that has thrust Mr. Clin- 
ton into an unwanted spotlight at 
precisely the time his candidacy 
appeared to be taking flight. 

Her news conference marked a 
continuation of (be debate over 
the role of the media and when 

S uestions of marital fidelity 
iould play in a camapign, 
“Enough is enough,” Democratic 
National Committee Chairman 
Ronald H. Brown said in a state- 
ment. “We should pull the plug 
on trash journalism and titillatian 


television.” 

A poD conducted by ABC-TV 
news Monday showed that 73 per 
cent of respondents said they 
agreed with Mr. Cfinton that the 
question of. whether he had an 
extramarital affair was between 
him and his wife. 

Sixtyrix per cent of the 790 
adults surveyed said they could 
vote for a presidential candidate 
who had had an extramarital 
affair. Eighty per cent said the 
allegations should not be an issue 
in foe campaign. 

Hie poll had a margin of error 
of pins or minus four perc en t a ge 
points. 

At foe news confere n ce, Ms. 
Flpwers said foe Arkansas gov- 
ernor told her “he loved me” and 
played a taped conversation she 
said was of Mr. Cfinton, talking 
to her in the foil of 1991 about die 
hkcfihood rep orters would ask 
about their relationship. 

The voice urges a denial, then 
says, “they can’t ran a story like 
this unless somebody said,’ ‘yeah, 
1 did it with him-’” 

The authenticity of the tapes 
has not been independently veri- 
fied, 

Ms. Flowers, whose story 
appeals in the conent issue of the 
Star, began her news co nfer en ce 
by stating: “Yes, I was Bill Clin- 
ton's lover for 12 years.” 

She said she had lied about foe 
relationship for the past two years 
“to protect him... The truth is I 
loved him. Now he teDs me to 
deny it Well, I'm rick of aD the 
deceits and I’m side of all the 
lies.” 

Mr. Qinton told rep o rte r s that 
Ms. Flowers, an Arkansas state 
employee, had “changed her 
position for money. — As for as 
Tm concerned, it’s a dosed mat- 
ter.” 


Militant 
whites 
arrested in 
S. African 
crackdown 

JOHANNESBURG. South Afri- 
ca (AP) — Police arrested the 
country’s most militant right-wing 
leader and nine of bis colleagues 
Tuesday in a crackdown on the 
leading white extremist group. 

The pre-dawn arrest of Eugene 
Teireblanche, head of the Neo- 
Nazi Afrikaner Resistance Move- 
ment, is certain to outrage right- 
wingers, who - already are. thre- 
atening violence to prevent addi- 
tional political reforms by Presi- 
‘dent F.W. De Klerk. 

“This is what one should ex- 
pect in a police state," right- 
winger Piet Rudolph said of his 
arrest. 

Robert Van Tonder, leader of 
another right-wing group, said 
Mr. De Klerk was “creating a 
dimate of hate and bitterness” 
with the arrests. 

But Mr. De Klerk said police 
were merely “applying the laws 
of the land without political 
Was.” 

The Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement is easily the largest of 
several extreme right groups and 
most analysts believe it could 
pose a serious threat to Mr. De 
Klerk's reforms if it chose to take 
up arms.- 

The 10 men, arrested on 
charges of public violence stem- 
ming from an incident last Au- 
gust, appeared briefly at the 
magistrate's court in Venters- 
dorp, west of Johannesburg. 

They were not asked to plead 
and were released on bail of 100 
rand ($36). They are to return to 
court on March 9. 

Mr. Teireblanche has repe- 
atedly said his group wifi resort to 
violence to prevent a black gov- 
ernment from craning to power. 

Other right-wing groups have 
claimed responsibility for a num- 
ber of bombings in recent months 
that have damaged public build- 
ings but caused only a few in- 
juries. 

Many observers think the 
bombings are lildey to increase if 
Mr. De Klerk pushes ahead with 
his promise to end apartheid and 
share power with the 30-million 
black majority. 

Police Col. Johan Mostert told 
state-run television that the 10 
men arrested constituted the 

leadership corps of foe Afrikaner 

Resistance Movement, known by 
is Afrikaans-language initials as 
the AWB. 

■ The 10 were arrested in con-' 
nection with a dash last Aug. 9 
between police and thousands of 
AWB members protesting out- 
sick; a hafi where Mr. De Klerk 
was speaking. Three AWB mem- 
bers were failed. 

Police Monday arrested the 
leader of South Africa’s black 
radical Pan Africanist Congress 
(PAQ and fired tear gas and 
rubber bullets to disperse farm, 
dreds of protesters:- 



c and C Music 
Factory tops iLS. 
music awards 

LOS ANGELES (R) — C and C 
Music Factory, which bum at 
the U.S. pop music sew tea 
year with its unique blend for 
rock V roll dance musk, topped 
the list of winners at the 19tb 
American Music Awards on 
Monday night. The group was 
voted Best Band and Best New 
Artist in the rock V roll categ- 
ory, as well as Best Artist and 
Best New Artist in the dance 
music category. It topped off foe 
night with the best single. Grama 
Make You Sweat, also in the 
dance category. Michael Bohoa 
took the honours as Best Male 
Artist in the rock ‘n’ roll cateog- 
ry. and won a second award for 
Best Album lor Time. Love and 
Tenderness at the awards cere- 
mony in Los Angeles. Paula 
Abdul was voted the Best Female 
rock ‘n* roll singer, while Garth 
Brooks garnered three awards m 
the country music section, for 
Best Male Artist. Single Record 
of the Year with The Thunder 
Rolls and Album of the Year with' 
No Fences. Reba McEntire took 
the Best Female Artist Award. lo 
the Soul/Rhytbm and Blues 
category Lulher-Andross was 
voted Best Male Artist and also 
took the award for Best Album in 
that category, with Power Of 
Love, while Mari ah Carey took 
the Best Female Artist Award. 
Other winners included Guns N* 
Roses as the Best Heavy Metal 
Group, and Hammer as the Best 
Rap Artist. 

Incest movie wins 
London award 

-LONDON (R) — British director 
Stephen Poliakoff's Close My 
Eyes, about an incestuous 
brother-and-sister relationship, 
won this year's Evening Standard 
British Him Award for best film 
Sunday. The controversial film 
stars Shakespearean actress Sas- 
kia Reeves as a married woman 
having an illicit affair with her 
brother, played by Give Owen. 

Bonnie And Clyde 
kicks off American 
week in CIS 

MOSCOW ( AP) — The gangster 
film Bonnie And Qyde launched 
a week of American sitcoms, 
cartoons and films for millions! of 
TV viewers across the former 
Soviet Union — but not before ■ 
long word from the sponsor. Dur- 
ing ti»e week, Warner Brothers 
Internationa] Television is pro- 
viding three hours of program- 
ming a night on the main channel 
across Russia and the other for- 
mer republics in an experiment 
that may lead to a more perma- 
nent venture. In addition to the 
Russian-dubbed version of the 
1967 Bonnie And Qyde, other 
films to be broadcast include Su- 
perman, Being There and the 
1981 version of The Postman 
Always Rings Twice. Also to be 
shown are an episode of the series 
Murphy Brown, Life Goes On 
and Perfect Strangers; the : mtm- 
senes Napoleon And Josephi n e 
and several Bugs B unn y car- 
toons. But before Bonnie And 
C3yde began shooting its way 
acroB the screen, viewers saw a 
15- minute commercial describing 
lune-WarneT and its extensive 
media holdings. The commercial 
dips from recent films 
wefa as JFK and Robin Hood, 
Prince Of Thieves. A Russian 
ann °m icer who introduced the 
conun eraal mispronounced the 
company's name — calling it 
•Oman Brothers — even as she 
said it was presenting the prog- 
ramming without cfaarae. The TV 
shows and fifing themselves will 
be uninterrupted by commercials, 
and wfll be shown in the Russian. 
vcre *°n of “prime time” — 7:15 
p-m. to midnight. There will be a 
SMnnmte break, however, for 
Good 
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